Parliamentarian
“Mountains of Motions”

Minnesota Women of Today
2025-2026 Winter State CIP

Greetings to all Parliamentarians and Chapter
Presidents!

Once again, thank you to the chapters and district
directors who have submitted their bylaws and
policies, and those who invited me to attend their
reviews.

If your chapter has yet to conduct a bylaw and
policy review during Tri 1 or 2, please consider
arranging one for Tri 3. I would love to be involved,
whether in person or through Zoom. Please do not
hesitate to contact me for any help or advice!

Check out Page 2 for information on nominations
and elections as election season draws near.

~Liz
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MNWT Tri 3 Webinar

All members are welcome to attend the MNWT Tri 3 Webinar on Feb
6th, starting at 6:00 pm via Zoom. I will be presenting on Consent
Agendas. These can be used to expedite business during meetings.
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Tri 3 Challenge! (Chapters or Districts)

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Normally, a nominating process is used for elections, although any eligible member may be elected whether
they are nominated or not. Most organizations use a nominating committee to prepare a slate of nominees for
the offices to be filled. Service on a nominating committee does not prevent a member from becoming a
nominee.

After presentation of the nominating committee’s report to the assembly, the presiding officer calls for
nominations from the floor. Many organizations require that the consent of the nominee be obtained in advance
to avoid a futile election. Seconds are not necessary for either committee nominations or nominations from the
floor.

When all nominations appear to have been made, the presiding officer declares that nominations are closed—or
a motion to this effect may be made. It is not debatable and requires a two-thirds vote. A motion to reopen
nominations requires a majority vote.

The voting method is usually fixed in the bylaws. A ballot is the normal procedure if there is more than one
nominee for an office. If there are several nominees and the bylaws do not provide for election by a plurality
vote (that is, the largest number, but not necessarily more than half of the votes cast), several ballots or votes
may be needed before one candidate achieves a majority.

Where an election is by ballot, the presiding officer appoints tellers (or an election committee) to collect and
count the votes. The tellers’ report, giving the number of votes cast for each nominee, is read aloud and handed
to the presiding officer. The presiding officer rereads the report and declares the election of each official
separately.

34 Tri Calendar

March Planning
Feb 15 Recommendations due to Apr 25 LOTS

COB
Feb 26 Tri 3 Webinar Apr 28-30 Virtual LOTS
March 7 | March Planning Apr 27 Tri 3/Year End

Close-out
March 8 | Committee Meetings Apr 30 End of Tri 3
March 21 . . Annual
& 08 Regional Meetings May 15-17 Convention
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