Minnesota Women of Today Glorie Balfanz

extensions@mnwt.org

Extensions Director WWW. mnNwt.org

Extending Our Hearts to Others

Hello Minnesota Women of Today Members!
Welcome to Trimester 3!

| want to congratulate the Iron Range Chapter and the Litchfield Chapter for their hard work and
enthusiasm in their MNWT journey. Both chapters are finding meaningful ways to support their
communities while helping members grow and find success in this organization. | am so proud of you.

The Extensions Team continues its work in the Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop area. As of this writing, we have
successfully hosted two events and participated in Gibbon's Tree Extravaganza by entering a tree in the
decorating contest. In early December, US Extensions Director Cathy Snyder and Sauk Rapids member
Lisa Hahn hosted a canvas painting event in Winthrop, where they met more wonderful women from the
area. Please consider helping with an extension event in Trimester 3. Look for information on the
Facebook Membership Page and in Chapter Mailing Highlights.

The Extensions Team has tools available for events, which are included in this Chapter Information
Packet (CIP). These resources may be helpful to your chapters as well.

| wish you all a successful third trimester!

Your Extensions Director, Glorie Balfanz
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MNWT Calendar February-April

February 21 Region 1 Meeting-Bemidiji
5 MN State Sales Tax due to MN Dept of Revenue 28 Region 2 Meeting-St. Peter
15 March Planning Recommendations due to COB 31 Chapter President monthly reports due to DD
17 Random Act of Kindness Day 18-24 MNWT Membership 31 NMAs due IN HAND to Chapter Service Center
Week .

April

26 MNWT Trimester Webinar Night
15 All Renewals due POSTMARKED to Chapter Service

28 Chapter President monthly reports due to DD Center

28 NMAs due IN HAND to Chapter Service Center 25 LOTS

March 28-30 Virtual LOTS

7 March Planning 27 3rd Trimester and Year-end Close Out
8 State Committee Meetings (MMC, Marketing, Future 30 STEP Certifications due to CMVP
Directions)

30 Chapter President monthly reports due to DD

12 MNWT Orientation Zoom 7pm .
30 NMAs due IN HAND to Chapter Service Center

15 Early Bird Renewals due POSTMARKED to Chapter Service

Center 30 End of 3rd Trimester

If you have questions about anything in this calendar, please contact the Extensions Director, | would love to help.

1
I Tri 3 Presidential Success Bonus Points .

) Donate $50 to the FVP “Ticket to Ride” |
I MNWT Ways and Means "
- (50 points — verified by CSC) |
I Or .
" Submit your Scrapbook pages by April 1st I
| (25 points — verified by PA) )
. Or

Participate in Random Acts of Kindness Day, I
! On February 17th "
) (50 points — verified by the PA) |
I Or .
" Submit a March Planning recommendation I
| By February 15th .

(25 points — verified by COB)
I Or I

Call in for the Close-out Zoom on April 27th

: (25 points — verified by the MVP) |
| .
" (Maximum 100 points) I

u |} |
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Extensions Super Stars

# Building Community: How Minnesota Women of Today Leaders Champion New Chapters

When a potential new chapter needs support, it takes dedicated leaders willing to go the extra
mile. The Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop Area Women of Today has found support in abundance
through a remarkable group of Minnesota Women of Today (MNWT) leaders who are helping this
potential chapter find its footing.

At the forefront of this effort stands President Shirley Viesselman, whose leadership has set the
tone for the entire organization. Under her guidance, the MNWT Executive Council has made
chapter development a priority, recognizing that strong chapters form the backbone of the
organization's mission to empower women and strengthen communities.

Without these Extensions Supers, Cathy Snyder (US Women of Today Extensions Director), Lisa
Hahn, Tevyan Sorenson, Nancy Flesch, Cat Shuman, and Sharon Scholl, who have each brought
unique talents to the table, this potential new chapter could not have come this far.

The MNWT Extension’s Team will now try to have local residents commit to MNWT. After we have
at least 10 members, Extension Superstars will help the Gibbon, Fairfax Winthrop Area will help
the new members start their chapter according to the Extensions Manual. A guide that will bring
them all the way to their first year and beyond.

The work of building a new chapter requires patience, persistence, and passion. The Extension’s
Supers Star’s investment in the Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop Area Women of Today represents more
than organizational growth; it's about expanding opportunities for women to develop leadership
skills, serve their communities, and build lasting friendships.

If you can help these Extensions Super Stars please contact the Extension’s Director at:
extensions@mnwt.org
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Do you need ideas for M Events?

Here are some that the Extensions Team has used for the
Gibbon Fairfax Winthrop Area.

Random Acts of Kindness Projects:

Microwave Popcorn:

Just Poppin’ By
Microwave Popcorn

Instructions:
1. Parts
a. 1 microwave popcorn
bag
b. 1-8-1/2x 4-1/4
cardstock
c. 1 patterned paper
d. 1 Poppin’ by message
2. Remove the backing of the
double stick tape from
cardstock and wrap tightly
around the popcorn
3. Tape the patterned paper
centering
4. Tape on your Just Poppin’
by
5. Place a label with your
chapter name and/or logo
on the back
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Tea and Honey:

Tea and Honey Gift Instructions:

1. Parts
a. 1-6x6paper b. Small spoon
c. 1—pkgoftea d. Sticker or saying
e. 1-pkgofhoney f.  Little treat bag
2. Fold the 6 x 6 paper diagonally
3. Fold in the 2 sides in to the edges
4. Fold down the top flap
5. Place honey, tea and spoon in the middle
6. Complete with a little message or label on the front
7. Place in the little treat bag and put a label with your

chapter name and/or logo on the back

More ideas:
Teddy Bear Picnic: Yoga by the Water:
Invite children and their Ask or hire a yoga instructor to lead a
parents to a park. Have session in a park near a river or lake. It was
snacks and games like beautiful in the fall.
throw the Teddy in the Box Advertise to the community and make sure
and story hour (reading you have information about your chapter
books to the children) and a sign up sheet to collect guest names,
Advertise in the local email address and phone number. People
Facebook groups. It is a will love it!

good way to introduce
younger women to our
organization.
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