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Hello! Thank you to the 10 Local Program Managers who submitted Fast Starts on time—your
goals for the year were inspiring. | do not doubt that every one of you will make the goals you
have set! | appreciate everyone who visited my table at the Fall State Project Fair, found
information on True Friends and the Person with Determination (PWD) Award helpful, and
participated in the Game Night Basket drawing to support the PWD award. Thanks also to those
who attended my enrichment session on Community Connections awards during Fall
Convention. See page 2 for more information on the “Golden CC Awards” if you missed it.

What is the Community Connections (CC) Area?

The Community Connections (CC) programming area
was developed to assist and encourage MNWT
Chapters to become significantly involved in their local
communities, resulting in “community connections,”
increase recognition of a Chapter’s joint ventures with
local community organizations, and highlight the
following areas: promoting a community-focused area
of the State Program Manager’s (SPM’s) choosing; and
honoring Chapters who have established Community
Connections awarded at the MNWT Annual Convention.

Looking for Fast Start and Calendar?? Check
out the Programming VP CIP for a
consolidated listing and comprehensive
calendar for all programming areas.

Person With Determination Award

The Person with Determination Award is designed to
honor an individual who has persevered and forged
new paths through obstacles to become an integral
part of their community. The honoree(s) will be
recognized at Winter State Convention in January.

This is a great honor and opportunity to recognize
someone deserving in your community. Nominations
are due 11/1. There is a $25 application fee.
Nominate someone today!

The link for nomination forms can be found on
mnwt.org website under the Members Homepage and
Programming Resources.
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During Tri 2, | have a goal ofg
raising $300 to donate to True
Friends Camperships. One of the i
Programs offered by True Friends
is Summer Camp that provides :
opportunities to develop an
appreciation of nature, live
cooperatively with others, share
in the responsibilities of group
living, develop new leisure i
interests, experience traditional
camp activities, and have fun!
True Friends offers 5, 6, and 10- i
day sessions throughout the year
through their core programming
opportunities and partner
groups. Campers determine their
own activity interests and level of :
participation. Camp is offered at
Camp Courage in Maple Lake,
Camp Friendship in Annandale,
and Camp Eden Wood in Eden
Prairie. The challenge? Any i
member or chapter that makes
a minimum donation of $25.00 :
will be entered to win a mystery
basket at Winter State! :
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AWARDS! AWARDS! AWARDS!

It’s never too early to think about these Community Connection awards! All are due by April
15t and will be recognized at Annual Convention in May.

Community Connections Award: This award category considers successful chapter projects
which make an impact on their community either civically or environmentally. (Storm, flood or
ditch clean-up projects, Election projects, Military family projects, etc.)

Community Impact Award: This award category considers successful chapter projects that do
not fit into one of the other Community Connections Award Categories (Joint Ventures or Civic
or Environmental).

Joint Ventures Award: This award category considers successful chapter projects which have
collaborated with another community service organization to sponsor a successful community
project.

The information and submission forms, links and instructions are on MNWT.org/Members
Homepage/State Leadership/Community Connections SPM.
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2ND TR SERVICE PROJECT PROMOTION

In our 2ND Tri, let’s connect with the Senior Citizens
in our communities. Most Senior Citizens have
shaped the communities we have and are a part
of today! Some ideas would be:

 Music & Dance Nights — karaoke,
ballroom, or line dancing.

« Movie Afternoons - classics, musicals, or
new releases with popcorn.

« Game Nights - bingo, bridge, dominoes,
trivia, or board games.

« Holiday & Seasonal Parties - themed
potlucks, dances, or craft fairs.

« Fitness Classes — yoga, tai chi, chair
aerobics, or walking clubs.

e Arts & Crafts Workshops - painting,
quilting, pottery, or jewelry making.

« Gardening Clubs - container gardening,
raised beds, or nature walks.

o Pet Therapy Visits — interactions with
therapy animals.

e Send Cards - make and send cards to
residents of a care facility.

These are just a few suggestions! If your Chapter
does any of these events or something else,
please share with me! | would love to see
pictures and feature them on the MNWT : :
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