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Brenda K. Sather 

State President 

PO Box 27 

Greenbush, MN 56726 

(218) 242-0328 

president@mnwt.org 

Dear Minnesota Women of Today, 

I am sitting here writing this letter to you just after coming back from National 

Convention in Hartford, SD.  What an honor it was to be representing the state of 

MN and being able to meet and share with other state presidents.  There were 

seven of the thirteen states represented.  What I find amazing is that although we 

all come from different states with a wide range of chapter and member  

numbers, we came together with a common purpose and goal – to celebrate what 

our members have accomplished in the first part of the year.  We came home 

with several awards and Chairman of the Board Shelli Struzyk will be working on 

getting these out to the District Directors for distribution.  I can tell you that I put 

on many steps running up to National President Laura to retrieve them! 

I want to thank those chapters who submitted nominations for the outstanding 

awards.  This is a key component for our second trimester and will culminate 

with the awards ceremony at Winter State.  This ceremony is one of the  

highlights for most state presidents as we recognize not only women who make 

an impact in our communities but outstanding youth.  I am blown away by the 

commitment that we see from those we are recognizing and  they remind me 

again of the good in the world.  

Speaking of good in the world, Thanksgiving is coming up and is a time for us to 

be thankful for the blessings of this past year.  As we start heading into the  

busyness of the holidays, I want to take a moment to reflect on what I am  

thankful for which includes your belief in me to be representing you over this 

next year, your continued commitment to the projects that our members hold 

across the state, and the lasting impact you have on others by your extension of  

fellowship.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

In Friendship, 

Brenda K. Sather 

State President 2018-19 

November 2018 
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 Morning Minutes 

Greetings Members!  

What a great time we are having!  Many chapters are putting on many events, putting together in-

credible projects, and implementing socials and membership events!  Continue to do those things!  

Also incorporate things that will help the member grow - Service, Growth and Fellowship.  

Let’s talk about how we can provide growth for our membership.  

Have you heard of LL?  Did you ever wonder what that stands for?  LL has been shortened from 

L&L and is the acronym for Living and Learning. Melissa Redzuan is our Living and Learning State 

Program Manager (LL SPM).  She was very, very busy and active during Fall State Convention!  

She hosted a book club, a Zumba Class, was part of the Project Fair and also held a forum. Melissa 

is looking to obtain 120 LL certifications and 15 PEP course certifications by year end. Together, all the members in each 

chapter can help Melissa obtain this fabulous goal! 

Living and Learning encourages a member’s growth through four (4) pillars. 1) Self-Improvement: Effective Speaking,  

Impromptu Speaking and Effective Writing competitions; Personal Enrichment programs. 2) Civic: Learning about history;  

Participating in civic duties such as voting, environmental awareness, other culture. 3) Spiritual: Encourage building strong home 

& family life; Attend a worship service or other spiritual growth activity such as meditation; Learn about a religion; Lead meeting 

invocation or benediction. 4) Friends and Family: Family nights, share family activities, create a family tradition; Learn about 

relationship building; Create a family tree or research your genealogy, traditions or holidays.  

What is a PEP Course? First of all, PEP stands for Personal Enrichment Program. There are several courses that you and your  

chapter membership can take to obtain a PEP certification. One course is: 212°- The Extra Degree. At 211° degrees water is  

extremely hot. At 212° degrees it boils and produces enough steam to power a locomotive. Clearly, one additional degree of energy 

makes a huge difference in the end result. 212° - three numbers joined together to form one, crystallizing a message that absolutely 

assures life-altering, positive results for those who choose to apply it. 212° - The Extra Degree by Sam Parker is a Personal  

Enrichment Course with a motivating and focused message. It helps team members understand and remember that by making 

small changes – by applying a little extra effort – they can obtain success in their personal and professional lives. 

Plan a date, contact Katie at CSC for availability, set the date, get together and grow as a membership board and/or with your full 

membership body.  

Here are  a few of the courses that MNWT offers: 

I am Beautiful- Created to help build self-worth and confidence. Contains exercises to help you achieve new skills and personal 

growth.  

Conversation Power in Action- Will give you the basic tools to use in either social or business situations. You will also learn 

“tricks” to become a better public speaker. Along with the video, there are three interactive exercises that will help you practice 

what you learned.  

CHANGE: Adapting to It, Living with It, Surviving It- This video course is to help our members accept and cope with 

change. This will give the members the tools to learn to accept change, cope with change and realize the consequences of resisting 

change. Along with the video there are exercises to learn about our behavior toward change and why we may need to adjust our 

attitude toward change. 

Pulling Together: High Performance Teamwork- This presentation teaches us how to work together to achieve our  

individual and personal goals. Attendees will also learn strategies for problem-solving solutions, building trust, following through 

with commitments, and respecting each others’ differences and strengths. This course will leave you feeling energized to work  

together and inspired to accomplish great things.  

  

It is Thanksgiving and it’s a time we think of all the things that we are thankful for, one being that we are all so incredibly thankful 

for our families. Let’s also be thankful for the women that have been placed in our lives and end up in our hearts. Thank you to each 

one of you for impacting someone that you have come into contact with. Let’s nurture ourselves this fall season by offering PEP and 

LL courses and completing a certification. #LeadtheWayBrenda 

      

            Debbi Benke, State Secretary 
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Anna Nichols  

Membership VP 

Your chapters Membership VP and Public 

Relations LPM need each other. Many  

chapters combine the positions into one. 

Other chapters have two to three members 

doing a combination of the two positions. 

Still other chapters create a social media 

team to handle all online promotion. Since 

every chapter is structured a little differently, 

there are no set MNWT rules on who needs 

to do what and when. Your chapters’ MVP 

may need press releases and other materials 

to promote your chapter.  These materials 

could include business cards and chapter  

brochures. You will also want to attend ven-

dor events and have a membership booth. 

Open communication between membership 

and public relations allows for a peaceful 

volunteering environment. Don’t ever as-

sume it is the other person’s job. Talk about 

how you want to handle different aspects of 

the positions and what duties you will share.  

You may be surprised to find out the MNWT  

Membership VP has tools available to  

support your chapter’s promotions. These 

tools include press release examples for so-

cials,  recruitment and retention  

promotionals, brochure templates, social 

media tips and tricks, and informational 

booth help. The best part: I am only an email 

away. Contact me any time for  

support. If I do not have what you need, the 

MNWT PR SPM and/or Marketing  

Committee can find it for both of us. 
 

     What was that? Yes, the MNWT has a 

Marketing Committee that manages the 

MNWT image. This includes major press 

releases, promotionals, and social media 

including a blog, Twitter, Facebook,  

webinars, and a website. Membership needs 

our Marketing Committee to promote 

MNWT and the Marketing Committee needs 

Membership to help share their promotions. 

We are an unlikely team, but it is one that 

makes sense when you think about it.  
 

Illeana Miller 

Chapter Management VP 

Is your chapter feeling like they are in a rut? 

Have you added so many new  

members in the last year and feeling  

overwhelmed? No need to worry! I am here 

to help. The membership team and myself 

have some great tools that we can provide to 

help out. Chapter fatigue is a real thing and 

we have some wonderful ideas and tips that 

we can use to help clear it up. Don’t hesitate 

to reach out with any questions!  

#LeadtheWayBrenda 

  

Heidi Westerlund  

Extensions Director 

Congratulations to Hutchinson & Eastern 

Carver County  for Graduating at Fall State 

Convention! What a wonderful  

accomplishment!!  AND, not to mention, a 

lot of fun!! We were all so proud of you. 

Many successful years to come.  Our 

“Intent to Extend” area is St. Joseph. Also, 

our 2 and under chapters are Willmar and 

Alexandria.  If anyone has names of people 

in those three areas, please forward to me, 

and we will make the call. You do not have 

to do anything else but just give me the 

name!    

 

 

 

Cindy Umland 

Administrative VP 

Ahoy! State Delegates….Thank you to those 

that submitted your mid year evaluation by 

November 9, you will be put in a drawing 

for an incentive at Winter State. Has  

anyone used the great skit in my cip  

written by Co chairs of Winter State to 

start promoting convention?? 

 

Also I inadvertently left someone off the 

Fast Start list for State Delegates…Thanks 

Angela Hanson of Eastern Carver County 

for submitting. 

 

 

 

 

Barb Zeroth 

Parliamentarian 

Thank you to those that attended the policy 

and bylaw review on Oct. 19th, and those 

t h a t  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  

recommendations, it is greatly appreciated. 

We are all working together to make our 

organization the best it can be.  Keep your 

eyes open for the upcoming changes  

coming to your chapters to review for  

Winter State.  

 
Debbi Benke 

State Secretary 
 

Are you looking to break from barriers that 

are holding you back?  Let’s read together, 

How to Get Unstuck - Breaking Free From 

Barriers to Your Productivity, Matt Perham 

and join me to have great discussions on 

how to become a more effective person! 

Our second discussion will be to review 

chapters 7-14 of the book by a ZOOM 

meeting on December 19th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chairman of the Board 

Shelli Struzyk, Past President 

Thank you to everyone who was able to 

make it to South Dakota and celebrate 

with the United States Women of Today 

at the Mid Year National Conven-

tion.  Mark your calendars to join us in 

June for the year end National Conven-

tion in Duluth, MN. 
 

I still have some ONTO shirts available 

for sale. Contact me if you’re inter-

ested.  Don’t forget to place your ONTO 

flower order for Winter Convention. 

DD’s were given order forms for each 

chapter.  If you did not receive yours or 

need additional order forms, contact me 

or it can be found on the website in my 

Fall State CIP.   
 

Filings for state president and staff  

positions can be submitted to me any 

time after December 1st.  As Chairman of 

the Board (COB), and chairman of the  

Elections Committee, you may contact 

me for more information regarding these  

positions. Don’t hesitate to get those  

filings in; these positions are very  

rewarding and an awesome leadership 

opportunity. 
 

Don’t forget about the adventures of a 

district director, state program manager 

or a committee chair position and please 

talk to AVP  Cindy Umland, IVP Steph 

Putzier, EVP Cindy Golbuff or commit-

tee: chairs Jen Kinzer, Tevyan Sorensen 

and Daina Mirsch-Wenner. They would 

love to give you information and answer 

your questions. 

 

Christine Sibilleau 
Presidential Assistant 
(AKA: Chief of Staff) 

 
We had a fabulous time at the statewide 

social - more of an update on that next 

time!  You may recall the State President 

is traditionally presented with a gift at 

our Annual Convention, in appreciation 

of her leadership for the year.  Each 

chapter and district is asked to please 

donate $10 towards this gift. Make 

checks payable to MNWT and mail to me 

at 26317 370th Ave, Roseau MN 56751, 

note “President Year End Gift” in the 

memo space. Thank you for helping to 

commemorate this memorable year for 

President Brenda! 

 

 

  Membership Team 

 

   Organizational Rules  

& Records 

COB & PA 
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Stephanie Putzier 

Internal Programming VP 

Have you been thinking about bidding at Winter 

State Convention?  We are looking for more  

amazing leaders in our organization and this is 

when you should be thinking about and  

preparing for what role you want to take in the 

Minnesota Women of Today for next year!  The 

best time to bid for a State Program Manager  

position is at Winter State Convention. By  

bidding at Winte State, you have the opportunity 

to start creating YOUR year in advance, and you 

can also work with the current SPM on any  

questions you may have.  Aren’t sure how to go 

about it? Contact myself at ivp@mnwt.org or 

EVP Cindy at evp@mnwt.org and we’ll help you 

out!  Not sure you’re ready? We can help with 

that too!  We can offer guidance on what you can 

do this year to work towards an SPM position.  

 

{OPEN} 

Newslet SPM 

Please email newslet@mnwt.org to get your 

“Lead the Way” personals in the next Newslet  

Publication. Personals are only $2 each or you 

can buy in bulk of 12 messages for $20 or 25 for 

$40. Use the same email to submit articles from 

your chapter or district. Everyone loves seeing 

what is going on throughout the state.  

 

 

 

Melissa Redzuan 

Living & Learning SPM 

Please email ll@mnwt.org if you are interested in 

participating in the Effective Speaking and  

Effective Writing competitions. Due  

postmarked  by December 5th, 2018. Topics can 

be found in my CIP at www.mnwt.org under 

state program manager page. 
 

Keep those certifications coming in for Living 

and Learning, Personal Development and Health 

and Wellness. My goal is to receive 120 LL  

certifications, 50 certifications for both PD and 

HW by year end. 

 

Our next MNWT book club book is “Summer 

Sisters’” by Judy Blume. 

 

Congratulations to Project of Trimester Winner, 

Burnsville WT Chapter and Outstanding Local 

Program Managers Winners, Roberta Maki and 

Katy Pepper of Burnsville.  

#LeadtheWayBrenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{OPEN} 

Public Relations SPM 

Keep track of all things PR related by following 

us on Facebook. For any PR questions, please 

email pr@mnwt.org. 
 

We are having a fun chapter brochure contest at 

Winter State and everyone is invited to  

participate. You do not need to be at convention 

to enter your brochure. Awards will be given to 

the most creative, best use of space (layout), 

most informative, and people’s choice.  To par-

ticipate, all you need to do is get me a paper copy 

of your chapter brochure by Monday, January 

14, 2019. The easiest way to do this is to mail 

your brochure to Stephanie Putzier, 224 10 1/4 

Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904. All brochures 

will be on display at Winter State on Friday and 

Saturday. 

 

{OPEN} 

Records & Recognition SPM 

With Mid Year done, let’s start thinking about 

SUCCESS that is due Jan. 5. Please send it 

through email to rr@mnwt.org. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

Stephanie at ivp@mnwt.org.  

#LeadtheWayBrenda 

 

Internal Programming All-Stars 
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Remember to Submit Presidential Pin and Medallion Nominations!  
 

Do you have someone who has gone above and beyond the expectations of a member or chapter 

officer? President Brenda wants to hear from you so she can recognize this amazing member by 

awarding her a pin or medallion at a state meeting.  #LeadtheWayBrenda 

 

REMINDERS: 

 If submitting more than one nomination, be sure to indicate how you would rank them.  

 Information is fort he current year only which began on May 1st. 

 Be sure to give specific about how they have benefited your chapter. 

 If you are submitting a member for a President or State Delegate Medallion be sure to include 

information pertinent to that position. 

 NOMINATIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED ONLINE, EMAILED OR MAILED.  THE NOMINATION FORM CAN BE 

FOUND ON THE WEBSITE IN THE BOOK OF FORMS AND ARE DUE TO PRESIDENT BRENDA BY JANUARY 

5TH FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AT WINTER STATE CONVENTION.  

mailto:ivp@mnwt.org
mailto:evp@mnwt.org
mailto:newslet@mnwt.org
mailto:ll@mnwt.org
mailto:pr@mnwt.org
mailto:rr@mnwt.org
mailto:ivp@mnwt.org
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Cindy Golbuff 

External Programming VP 

Hello MNWT Ladies!  Here is a challenge right off the All Star  

programming bat! :)  Ready, Set, Go!! For All members/chapters that have 

and/or are submitting a nomination for the Outstanding Awards- go to 

MNWT External VP Facebook page and post the word-  

Outstanding!  Guess what?? Yes, you will go in a drawing for an  

awesome basket at Winter State! 

So, November means the New Year is right around the corner. Have you 

started to consider your plans? MNWT Needs YOU!  I am working hard on 

bids for State Programming Managers for next year. Are you ready for fun 

and to grow in your leadership skills?  This is the position for you! Please 

contact me at evp@mnwt.org or Steph at ivp@mnwt.org right away. Then 

we can work together to get your bid in and start working together so you 

can really take off next year.  You have within you the Passion to reach for 

the Stars, to change the World- Harriet Tubman.  I would love to see some 

SPM bids by Winter State. 

Thank you so much for your nominations for the Outstanding Awards pro-

gram – This makes our Winter State Convention the most touching  

convention of the year. There is nothing more special than to be able to 

award outstanding people in front of our membership and celebrate their 

amazing accomplishments!  They are all so very deserving. Make your res-

ervation now to be a part of Winter State Convention. 

 

Kathy Hansen 

Community Connections SPM 

I would like to thank everyone who donated at the project fair.  

Please submit your Project of the Trimester nomination by January 5th to 

be entered in a drawing.   

Just a reminder to all exec council to nominate at least one person for the 

Outstanding Person with Developmental challenges to have your name put 

into a drawing at Winter State.  

Please bring to Winter State your items and donations for Great River Fam-

ily Promise. The wish List is on the MNWT Facebook. #LeadthewayBrenda 

 

Jenise Teske 

Priority Area - Wishes & More SPM 

Thank you to all who stopped by the Project Fair to discuss ways to  

participate in fundraisers for Wishes and More.  Looking forward to  

meeting more of you at District meetings in Trimester 2 to brainstorm ways 

to donate items for gift baskets to contribute to this foundation for their 

Storybook Ball March 2nd.  

 

{OPEN} 

Women’s Wellness SPM 

Hi! My name is Wilma with Women’s Wellness. I was at Fall State and gave 

my WW report at the Business meeting. It was so great to see you Ladies at 

Fall State. Check out my CIP for the  2nd trimester to win a  

fantastic basket at Winter State Convention. I would LOVE it if you could 

post on MNWT Women’s Wellness Facebook page; what you think of when 

you hear the phrase-Women’s Wellness. Let’s start a conversation to ex-

plore more about this awesome programming area. Let’s get going on sup-

porting March of Dimes. My goal is to raise $1500 for March of Dimes and 

I know we can do it when we put our minds to it. 

#LeadtheWayBrenda 

Ok, November is the month of Thanksgiving and Blessings. Under  

Emphasis months on the MNWT Calendar, the month of November has 3 

listed. Send me an email listing one of the emphasis and YES….. You go in a 

drawing for a Women’s Wellness gift! 

Congratulations to Project of the Trimester Winner, Anoka Women of To-

day Chapter and Outstanding Program Manager Winner, Sheila McCabe of 

Burnsville. 

Thank you to the Chapters that submitted nominations for the Lois M. 

Christensen Women Who Impact Award. We have Amazing Women in our 

communities that are carrying out remarkable achievements. The Honor-

ees will be recognized at the Winter State banquet.  Have you seen what 

women can do when they believe in themselves?  Plan on attending this 

event to see Women who have joined forces to help each other achieve 

goals and live their best lives.  

Sharla Kilen 

Youth of Today SPM 

Thank you to the chapters who submitted Outstanding Young Adult  

nominations!  What a fantastic way to encourage our youth, by recognizing 

them for the amazing works they are performing in our communities.  The 

Honorees will be recognized at the Winter State banquet. Big thanks for the 

members who participated in the String Art fundraiser at Fall State - $425 

was raised for the OYA Scholarship Fund!  #LeadtheWayBrenda 

Has your interest been sparked about Girls Lead?  To chat more with Kathy 

about bringing this leadership opportunity to your community you can 

reach out to her at:  gl@peacemakerresources.org and she’d love to chat 

with you more!   Since there is a fee for bringing this event to your chapter, 

look for fundraising ideas or apply for a Women of Today  

Foundation chapter grant! We will also be having a Forum at Winter State 

on Girls Lead. 

Thanks for continuing to LIGHT THEIR PATH in the area of Youth of To-

day.  Any light we can share with our youth is the greatest gift we can give! 

In particular, continue to shine a light on Mental Health Awareness among 

our Youth, and remind them “It’s OK Not to be OK” and mentor to them 

how to serve and give back to our communities.   

 

 

 

Jane Hanson/Mary Hansen 

Financial VP 

 

Raffle tickets are now on sale for the Finance Committee’s largest  

fundraiser.  Tickets are only $5 and prizes include 3 hotel getaways and a 

cash prize of $100.  Contact Julie Hammel or fvp@mnwt.org to get books 

of tickets for your chapter to sell. Any chapter selling 2 books can earn 50 

success points. #LeadtheWayBrenda 

Financial Vice President 

Check the back page for some  

seriously, GOOD Coffee! 

mailto:gl@peacemakerresources.org
mailto:fvp@mnwt.org
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Jen Kinzer 

Future Directions  

Committee Chair 

 

The Future Directions Committee is plugging 

along.  Our December 1st meeting will be here 

soon. Plan to come and check out the Future 

Directions meeting, which will be held at Star 

Bank in Eden Prairie beginning at 

1:00.  Attending a meeting will give you a new 

insight into the workings and planning of the 

MNWT. 

 

Do you have some input on one of the proposed 

changes brought forth by the Programming Task 

Force?  How about an idea about the direction of 

our of organization through our Strategic Plan?  

I would love to hear from you!  Please contact me 

if you have input in either of these areas or if you 

have another comment or question about the 

Future Directions Committee. 

 foundation@mnwt.org  

 

Tevyan Sorenson 

Membership Management  

Committee Chair 

 

It was so great to spend time with the 9 First 

Timers at Fall State Convention.  We had a fun 

meeting on Friday night and I had a very difficult 

time counting all of the signatures in the First 

Timer Books.  Our overall winner who will have 

their Winter State Convention paid for is Sally 

Koltes of the Melrose Chapter! If this is your first 

time coming to a full convention, make sure to 

mark First Timer on your Winter State  

registration form.  We have prizes for all who 

attend! 

 

Thank you to all who attended the MNWT  

Webinar on October 24th.  MVP Anna lead a 

great discussion on Membership with a personal 

touch.  When we lead our interactions both with 

prospects & current members by being genuine 

and personal, it can truly make a difference.  Pick 

up the phone or drop a note in the snail mail and 

let people know you appreciate them! 

 

Make plans now to attend the upcoming  

Statewide Committee meetings in Eden Prairie on 

December 1st.  MMC starts the day at 10am. 

Hope to see you all there to help us “Connect the 

Dots”! 

 

Daina Mersch-Wenner 

Marketing Committee Chair 

 

Hope you had fun at Fall State 2018! If you  

attended convention and post on Facebook, 

please use #mnwtfs2018 on your posts so MNWT 

can share your posts.  

If you didn't attend, you can search that hashtag 

in Facebook to see all the fun we had. 

At Fall State 2018, I presented a forum titled 

"PR...It's not what you think anymore!" We 

talked about marketing your chapter on Social 

Media platforms. If you missed it or want to 

revisit it, you can click the link above or visit the 

USWT PR Director's webpage at www.uswt.org. 

Thank you to Promoting MNWT Subcommittee 

Chair Sarah Sundine for her excellent work on 

revamping the MNWT Marketing Board...didn't 

it look awesome? Thank you to Expo Team Lead 

Wendy Homyak for all her hard work getting 8 

vendors at the Project Fair & Expo...hope you 

bought something to support them! Thank you 

to Statewide Project Subcommittee Chair Shellie 

Matthes for getting representatives from the 

Minnesota Milk Bank for Babies (previously 

Breast Milk for Babies) to answer questions at 

the Expo...don't forget to work on your donation 

to be brought to Winter State. Don't we have an 

awesome Marketing Committee this year? 

 

Please look to the MNWT Blog for convention 

wrap-up posts that will soon be published by 

Social Media Team Lead Jeny Ohr. Also for 

those who received high honors at Fall State, 

Sarah S will be submitting press releases to your 

communities to announce it. 

 

MNWT Blog Scavenger Hunt 

It's the Web Development Subcommittee's goal 

to get you looking at all of our online resources. 

So in that endeavor, we have been busy this year 

reinvesting in the MNWT Blog. A blog is a  

regular feature appearing as part of an online 

publication that typically relates to a particular 

topic and consists of articles and personal  

commentary by one or more authors. Thanks to 

Social Media Team Lead Jeny Ohr and  

Membership Vice President Anna Nichols, we 

have been regularly posting articles to the Blog 

this year focusing on our chapters and our  

officers; in second trimester, we will also be 

reintroducing the "What's Your Why" program. 

This scavenger hunt will introduce the MNWT 

Blog to you and get you used to interacting with 

this social media platform. 

Executive Council Meeting Minutes 
Fall State Convention 
Best Western Kelly Plus Inn, St. Cloud 
September 28th, 2018 
 

Call to Order: 1:35pm 
Quorum was established. 
 
Secretary, Debbi Benke: 

 Thanks to the 5 Executive Council members 
and to the DD and SPM groups who donated to 
the State Plan of Action. 4 of these 7 met the $50 
or more challenge given at MNJOTS. Brenda, 
Shelli, Jenise and the SPM group. The recipient 
of the exec council gift basket went to Shelli 
Struzyk. 

 Next Chapter Mailing Highlight is due October 
10th for the November issue. Staff Reports for 
Mid-Year Exec Council, which is held on Novem-
ber 10th, will be due October 15th.  I will send a 
reminder with a link.  PLEASE use the link in the 
email. This is so helpful keeping all reports in 
one area, instead of going to pdf’s or other 
Google documents to get that information. 
Thank you to those that are using the link. 
Thank you to those who make the deadlines. It 
is so much appreciated! 

 Staff reports for both Executive Council and 
the Business Meeting need the details/expanded 
reports on them.  These are used in the creation 
of the minutes. If you do not fill it out in the Staff  
Report, please be sure to give me a written re-
port as soon as possible. If you do have “blanks” 
in your staff report and you do not fill out an  
expanded report with those “blanks” filled out, 
Please be sure to get me that information as well. 
 
AVP, Cindy Umland: 

 The District Directors and myself continue to 
have monthly zoom meetings, if you have  
anything you want me to share with them have it 
to me by the 30th of the month 

 The District Directors shared a goal and one 
thing they learned 
 
MVP, Anna Nichols: 
 1st and 2nd Trimester Numbers: We ended 1st 

Trimester with 74% retention and 43 New  

Members. This is great news. We increased our 

retention by 1% over last year and are on our way 

to meeting our goal of 200 new members this 

year. Our 2nd Trimester base is 294. Our goal for 

retention this trimester is 80% and New  

Member Adds is 80. These are very high goals.  

We will need to work together as a team for us to 

succeed in this goal. Please remember the way 

you represent yourself and our organization will 

make a difference in the membership retention 

rates and NMAs. Please keep all public  

conversations at events and socials positive, be 

supportive, and be clear in what you are asking 

from chapters and members. Remember, we are 

volunteers. We do what we can, when we can. 

This year it is up to us to make sure the local 

chapters and members feel appreciated for what 

they do and not overwhelmed by personal 

drama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs  

MNWT State Store  

Jane Holmberg 

State Store Manager 

 

It was like Black Friday at the State Store at 

Fall State Convention!  Be sure to check out 

what everyone wants...President Brenda’s 

new mugs!  There are new notepads, pens,  

bookmarks and crystal ornaments. What 

would you like to see at the Store with the 

logo on it?  Email your suggestions to  

statestore@mnwt.org by December 1, 2018 

and be entered in a drawing to win a prize.  
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 Membership Awards: I am very excited to try something a little different 
this year when it comes to membership awards. I’ve been working with the 
DD’s and we are ready to try out the new chapter’s awards at the banquet 
on Saturday. Instead of the traditional one hand clap, chapters will be 
coming up front to receive their awards from our fabulous DD’s. We will be 
announcing our District awards, now. Three districts 1st trimester had 
growth. Join me in celebrating District 7 with growth +1, District 9 with 
growth +2, and District 2 with growth +6. The district with the highest 
percentage of growth 1st trimester was 2 with 9%. Let’s make some noise 
for the following districts with 75% retention or higher; District 1 with 
84%, District 2 with 75%, District 4 with 82%, District 7 with 88%, and 
with the highest retention for 1st trimester is District 9 with 89%. I have a 
special certificate for our District 9 Rep. Come on up and get your photo 
taken for the Newslet. We have some amazing districts in our state. I am 
excited to recognize even more of you 2nd trimester. 

 Close Out: We will be meeting on December 30th at 6 pm for a fun  
fabulous time of food and phone calls. We will continue with the north and 
south closeout locations and theme nights. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
1st Trimester was a lot of fun. We called 100% of our chapters and receive 
positive feedback from many. Did someone say themes? For 2nd trimester 
close out north will be celebrating Easter in December and closeout south 
will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in December. 
Exec Council Membership Challenge: Thank you to everyone who  
participated in my 1st trimester postcard challenge. The winner of the fun 
prize is Ginny! Keeping with my theme of owning our own parts of  
membership I’ve come up with a motivational challenge for exec council 
that most of you already do. I am asking each of you to host/chair a mem-
bership event that involves inviting guests and encourages new mem-
bers.  Hold this event before December 1st and send me a quick email let-
ting me know you completed the challenge and I will put your name in a 
drawing for a really fun gift box. 
 
CMVP, Illeana Miller: 

 8 Chapters are on TLC: Alexandria, Wilmar, Mankato, Mora,  
Staples/Motley, Eastern Carver County, Thief River Falls, and  
Marshall. If you know of anyone in these areas please reach out to the 
membership team 

 Chapter Assessment Results are in and being analyzed by the  
membership team and President Brenda. Results and action items for all 
will be to follow. 
 
Extensions, Heidi Westerlund: 

 Extension Help Needed - Bemidji is looking for a few more members. 
Please turn over any names. 

 2 and under Help Needed - Alexandria and Willmar 

 Graduation Ceremony: Hutchinson & Eastern Carver County 

 Contact Heidi if you are able to help or give some names to help extend 
these areas.  
 
Internal Vice President, Stephanie Putzier: 

 If you have not already completed the Programming Evaluations, please 
stop by the EVP/IVP booth at the Project Fair tonight.  We will have a 
laptop ready for everyone to submit. 

 Project Fair theme is “Take Me Out to the Project”.  Please stop by the 
SPM booths tonight to support them. 

 If you are a past SPM or looking to become an SPM next year, please 
stop by the Open House tomorrow afternoon. 
 
Living and Learning, Melissa Redzuan: 

 L&L Challenge on “We Live and We Learn”. Chapters discussed topic 
featured in my CIPs then share chapter picture of them  
completing my challenge at LL FB. My goal is received 10 entries per  
trimester. 

 Goal to receive 120 L&L Certifications, 50 Health and Wellness  
Certifications, 50 Personal Development Certifications and 15 PEP course 
chapter certifications by year end. 

 Goal to receive 10 entries in the Impromptu Speaking, 3 entries each in 
Effective Speaking and Effective Writing competitions.  
Competitions topic available in L&L Fall CIPs. 

 Asked for suggestions of book for MNWT book club in LL FB. Discussion 
will be held at conventions. Promote at L&L CIPs, LL Facebook Page and 
other MNWT publications. 

 

NEWSLET, Stephanie Putzier “Nancy”: 

 Are you participating in the Secret Sis program this year?  What a better 
way to thank her then by putting a “Lead the Way” personal in the  
NEWSLET.  “Lead the Way” Personals forms were placed at each spot. If 
you need more, please contact IVP Stephanie Putzier. 
 

Public Relations, Stephanie Putzier “Paula”: 
(No Report) 
 

Records and Recognition, Stephanie Putzier “Rachel”: 

 Calling all Executive Council Members:  Mid-Year Evaluations are due 
via email to rr@mnwt.org by Saturday, November 10.  Please see the Book 
of Forms on www.mnwt.org for the correct evaluation form.  If you have 
any questions, please contact IVP Stephanie Putzier.  
 

External Vice President, Cindy Golbuff: 

 Are you ready to go out to the Ball Field?  Please grab a friend and attend 
the Project Fair this evening starting at 7pm. We will have laptops  
available to complete the programming evaluation form. 

 Has your Chapter thought about submitting an Outstanding Person with 
Developmental Challenges, Outstanding Young Adult or Women Who 
Impact Award nomination? This is a wonderful way to recognize citizens 
in your community who have gone above and beyond. See CC SPM- Kathy, 
YT SPM-Sharla or myself for more information. Deadline for submission is 
November 1st. 
 

Community Connections, Kathy Hansen: 

 Each  executive council member that nominates at least one person for 
the Outstanding Person with Developmental Challenges will be put into a 
drawing at Winter State Executive Meeting 
 

Priority Area-Wishes and More, Jenise Teske: 

 Plan to attend 4-5 more District meetings in Trimester 2 

More information to come on collecting donations for silent auction--see 
2nd  Trimester challenge 

 Winner of DD incentive is Mary Kaminski, from District 8 (gift and 
thank you card presented) 
 

Women’s Wellness, Cindy Golbuff: 

 The Lois M. Christenson Women Who Impact Award is to honor women 
who have made a valuable contribution to and impact their communities. 
Have you started your nomination? 
 

Youth of Today, Sharla Kilen: 

 Look forward to seeing you tonight at the Project Fair where you can 
learn more about Girls Lead with my guest, Kathy Magnusson, who is the 
facilitator of the program 

 Outstanding Young Adult Nominations are due November 1st -Goal is to 
have 8 nominations - please encourage your chapters to submit a nominee 
and help encourage and recognize a youth in your area!  AND Join us in 
the Nail Art fundraiser - sign up with me to reserve your spot! 

 M/S/P (YT/COB) I move that we hold a craft fundraiser Saturday night, 
September 29th, with proceeds going to the OYA Scholarship Fund, with 
the cost of the craft at $15. 
 

Financial VP, Mary Hansen/Jane Hanson: 

 Asking each Executive Fundraiser to sell 2 books. Julie Hammel is the 
chair for this - please contact her for more books. For SUCCESS Points, 
they must be sent in by the beginning of January. 
 

Parliamentarian, Barb Zeroth: 

 Please contact me if their are items you would like discussed at the  
By-Law review on Friday, October 16th at the CSC in Eden Prairie. 

 DD’s - send in district policy & bylaws. 
 

Chairman of the Board, Shelli Struzyk: 

 Thank you to everyone that ordered an ONTO shirt that supported 
Brenda. You each have an envelope with ONTO flower tags and an order 
form. These will be delivered at Winter State. 

 Letter regarding Staff Filings/Officer Positions. Can file anytime after 
December 1st, 2018. Candidates can call prospective staff on January 10, 
2019 at 8am. An official announcement date is February 15, 2019. 

 Aitkin will host the March Recommendation Meeting. Please start  
sending recommendations now - let your voice be heard. 
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National Convention - October 12-14th. The service project at this  
convention will hold a collection to make bags for the Children’s Inn in 
Sioux Falls, SD. 
M/S/P (COB/DD10) I move that we approve the following for a 2 year 
term on the Finance Committee: Cathy Shuman, Cindy Golbuff, Jane Han-
son, Jane Holmberg, Laura Gaylord, Sharon Erickson, Wendy Homyak. 
M/S/P (COB/D3) I move that we approve the following members for the 
2018-2019 MMC; Barb Monsrud (Area 1 Rep); Sharon Scholl (Area 2 
Rep); Colleen Todd (Area 3 Rep); Jane Hanson (Area 4 Rep). 

M/S/P (COB/DD2) I move that we approve Barb Monsrud as a member 
at large for the 2018-2019 Marketing Committee. 

M/S/P (COB/CMVP) I move that we “pass the hat” for cash donations to 
be presented at the USWT Mid-Year Convention for the DVA Service  
Project on behalf of the MNWT. 
 

Executive Director, Katie Castro 

Mid Year Executive Council will be November 9-10 at Arrowwood Lodge 

Winter State will be January 25-26, 2019 at the DoubleTree Park Place; 
you have a tentative schedule provided today. 

I am working on a location for Annual 2019; will need a host chapter or 
district.  I did not receive a priority bid for Fall State 2019, so the bid is 
now open to the entire state.  Please contact me for more information. I 
am now seeking apriority bid for Annual 2020 from Section 2 Central 
(District 5, 6, 7, & 8); bid is due to me January 11th, 2019 to be approved 
for presentation at Annual 2019. 

Be sure to be posting to your Facebook pages at least weekly.  Always use 
#mnwt! The official # this weekend is #MNWTFallState 

Reminder to be maintaining your official email; delete all unnecessary 
files, and be sure to delete your trash can and sent folders. Also, check your 
blacklist and remove any mnwt.org emails and add them to your safe list. 
Please contact me if you need me to help you with that.  
 

Presidential Assistant, Christine Sibilleau 

Order forms for additional 5x7 group pictures are in front of you.  Please 
complete one and return to me this weekend, along with your  
payment.  You will already be getting one with your group as a gift. 

Second order of Executive Council clothing distributed. 

As I’ve mentioned in my past staff reports, it is customary to give our 
State President a gift at each Executive Council meeting - you were asked 
to remit to me a $20 donation to acquire funds for these gifts.  I really 
appreciate everyone who has already gotten their donation to me! You will 
find a reminder message in an envelope in front of you if I haven’t received 
yours. 

Have you been taking photos?  You still have time! Each Staff member/ 
DD / SPM is asked to scrapbook a 12x12 page [front and back] with  
pictures of your wonderful year and to have your completed page to me by 
April 1st. 

Start thinking about your ornament to exchange with President Brenda at 
Mid Year Exec - you may want to incorporate your theme, or Brenda’s 
theme.  If you won’t be able to attend Mid-Year Exec, please consider 
sending your ornament with someone. 
M/S/P (PA/COB) I move that coffee be available at the business meeting 
for a suggested donation of $1.00 to cover the cost of the coffee, with any 
extra proceeds to go to Ways & Means. 
 

Foundation Chair, Jen Kinzer: 

Our Annual Lucky Buck Auction to Benefit Chapter Grants will be held at 
Winter state. We are now seeking donations for our baskets. Please let me 
know if your interested in donating. 

Chapter Grant applications are due December 1st. 

The Cheryl L Anderson Art Auction will be held tomorrow. Please stop by 
and bid on one of  the many items. Proceeds from the Auction benefit the 
Cheryl L Anderson Scholarship. We will be giving scholarships this  
weekend. 

The MNWT Foundation is currently participating in the Amazon Smile 
program. See my CIP or Project Fair Booth for details. 

Annual Meeting will be held at Fall State following Exec Council. 
 

Future Directions Chair, Jen Kinzer: 

The FD Committee has several sub-committees and task forces that have 
been working hard for you, the membership.  Learn more at the business 
meeting. 
 

The next Future Directions Committee meeting will be held on December 
1st at 1:00 at Star Bank in Eden Prairie.  Contact Jen if you would like to be 
a part of one of our sub-committees, task forces or visit our meeting. 

 

Membership Management Chair, Tevyan Sorensen: 

We are welcoming 8 first timers to convention this weekend. Please make 
every effort to meet them & make their experience amazing. 
 

Marketing Chair, Daina Mirsch-Wenner: 

The Email Marketing Taskforce is working to collect names and interests 
in order to set up an eBlast Database. While we are collecting this  
information, we will be working on types of content to send out starting 
3rd Trimester. If you are interested in helping us with this taskforce, 
please contact me at marketing@mnwt.org. We will need your help,  
especially the District Directors, please promote this to your chapters so 
that we can gather a large portion of our membership. 

Marketing Taskforce: We have set up a number of taskforces: Expos/
community festivals around the state (lead by Sharon Erickson); Email 
Blast Taskforce using MailChimp (lead by President Brenda); Evaluating 
NEWSLET Taskforce (lead by Christine Sibilleau); and Marketing Plan 
Project with Colleges/Universities (lead by myself). If you have an interest 
in any of these, pleas approach any of us to help. 
 

 

Executive Council Meeting adjourned at 4:03. 
 
Minutes submitted respectfully, 
Debbi Benke ~ 2018/2019 State Secretary 

 

Is the MNWT equipped to support the 

organizational redesign and  

subsequent change that may happen? 

What are some ways that MNWT can become 

more organized or simplify paperwork? 

What are some of your ideas of how to  

restructure the MNWT? 

Do you enjoy structure and how to form things? 

Are you an open minded thinker? 

Do you enjoy problem-solving? 

Join the Committee Meetings on December 1st 

at the Star Bank, Eden Prairie, MN at 10am and 

help members of the MNWT with this big un-

dertaking. 

Also - present your ideas to COB, Shelli  

Struzyk to be heard at the restructuring  

meeting that is held in March in Aitkin. 

Let’s Hear Your Ideas. 

fdc@mnwt.org  

or 

cob@mnwt.org 
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Business Meeting Minutes 
Fall State Convention 
Best Western Kelly Plus Inn, St. Cloud 
September 29th, 2018 
 

Call to Order: 9:02 am 
Quorum was established with 33 out of 57  
chapters attending. 
 
Secretary, Debbi Benke: 

Thank you to the 15 secretaries that completed 
the Secretary Fast Start! The recipient of the gift 
basket was Shellie Lemmerman.  

Thank you to all secretaries that sent in their 
minutes for review for the 1st Trimester  
Challenge! Recipient of basket is: Ashley  
Gustafson 

State Plan of Action - there were 23  
Members|Chapters|Groups that donated to the 
State Plan of Action this year for a total of $1,075 
raised for the printing costs. Check out my CIP 
for the list of those that donated. THANK YOU!!  
Thank you to the St. Michael/Albertville chapter 
for donating the highest dollar amount. The 
recipient of the State Plan of Action donation gift 
basket is: Burnsville 

This 1st trimester we had a small Zoom group 
discussing the book - How to Get Unstuck - 
Breaking Free From Barriers to Your  
Productivity, by Matt Perman. With this small 
group, we had a very good, in-depth  
discussion!  If you would like to participate, we 
are currently reading the 2nd part of the book - 
Personal Leadership. Check out my CIP for more 
details! 
 

AVP, Cindy Umland: 

Introduction of 2018-19 District Directors. 

Congratulations to these 10 District Directors 
they all submitted their fast starts 

Judges are watching for which District/
Individual that has the most EXCITEMENT this 
weekend! 

Thank you to the  15 State Delegates who  
completed their Fast Starts! 

Fast start drawing winner is Erin Wagner of 
Aitkin 

State Delegate Roundtable - today at 3:30 in 
room university B. 
 

MVP, Anna Nichols: 

Welcome the 43 new members this trimester. 
They join the 217 members who renewed their 
membership. We had 29 chapters with 75%  
retention or higher, 3 chapters with an  
in-chapter extension and 1 chapter in the 1st  
trimester one a month club, plus 31 chapters sent 
in renewal information by the early bird  
deadline. Let’s take a moment to get serious. We, 
YOU did amazing things this trimester. As a state 
we hit 74% retention. That is an increase of 1% 
from last year. Some may say only 1%. I say it’s 
an increase and we are trending in a positive 
direction. We have 43 New Members. AND that 
was without any special state incentives or push. 
These are members our chapters recruited with 
the idea of creating a better foundation for their  
communities. Now is the time to focus on all of 
this positive energy and move forward to even 
more rewards in the future months. When this 
weekend is done and you are back home, take a 
moment to think about how your chapter can 
achieve 80% retention and sign 2 new members 
this trimester. Slow and steady growth will 
strengthen your chapter’s foundation and in  
 

return help your chapter make a bigger impact in 
your community. 

Thank you to the 7 chapters who emailed me 
photos of their 1st trimester Membership  
Monday events. The winner of the Membership 
Fun Box is Anoka. The date for our 2nd  
Trimester Membership Monday Event will be 
October 29th. Email me a photo of your event 
for a chance to win 2nd trimesters Membership 
Fun Box. For more information on Membership 
Monday, please see page 4 of my CIP. 
 

It’s time for the 2nd Trimester Membership  
Challenge. In one email send me the following 
two items. Item number one is a picture (or two) 
of your chapter members at a social held in the 
2018 - 2019 year. Include the social name and 
four or five sentences describing it. Item number 
two is the date, time, and location of your  
chapters next two membership socials. Send me 
the information by November 20th and your 
chapter could be recognized as a MNWT Chapter 
in Motion.  
 

CMVP, Illeana Miller: 

There are currently 8 chapters on TLC and  8 on 
the watchlist. 

We had a total of 16 chapter Presidents and 11 
state delegates attend LOTS in Monticello on 
July 28. The winner of the drawing for all who 
attended is Byron. 

Thank you to the 24 chapters that completed 
the survey for a total of 58 responses.  The survey 
is still available and open for responses if you 
have not done so already. Results are being  
analyzed by staff and action items are being  
created. Thank you for all the honest feedback! 

I am here to help! Please contact me with any 
issues that you may be facing in your chapters or 
districts. I am here to help with additional  
training, tips and tools to help your chapters and 
members be happy and healthy. 
 

Extensions, Heidi Westerlund: 

We have one official extension in progress. 
Bemidji - Kelly Porter is working hard to make 
this a reality. Let’s recognize her by giving her a 
round of applause. 

We have a new “Intent to Extend”! St. Joseph, 
led by Cathy Snyder & Lisa Hahn. 

There are two - 2 and Under chapters that need 
our help. 

Foundations has incentives put aside for  
extensions. When you complete an extension by 
October 31st, you will receive $200 and by  
November 30th, $100. And Intent to Extend & 2 
info events, receives $100. Thanks Foundation! 
 

Internal V. President, Stephanie Putzier: 

I received 2 programming evaluations for R&R 
and SUCCESS.  Thank you to everyone that took 
the time at the Project Fair last night to complete 
them.   A full report will be available for review 
by Mid-Year. 

Thank you to everyone who stopped at the  
Project Fair.  One of the winners of the “Take Me 
Out to the Project Fair” baskets was Dawn  
Fayweather from Byron. 

Please take time to attend the Internal  
Programming Forums following the Business 
Meeting today. 

Thank you to the 1 District and 11 Chapter  
Programming Vice Presidents who completed 
their Fast Start! Melanie Chenoweth received the 
basket. 
 

If you are interested and thinking about becom-
ing an SPM, please contact me or EVP Cindy. 

Thank you to the 1 District and 7 Chapter Pro-
gramming Vice Presidents who completed our 
1st Trimester Challenge. Winners of the drawings 
were: District - Leslie Goble, District 3 and Amy 
Pumper, Byron Chapter. 
 

Living and Learning, Melissa Redzuan: 

For my L&L Challenge “We Live and We 
Learn”, 4 chapters participated in the LL  
challenge and to be featured in my L&L  
Facebook page.  My goal is to received 10 entries 
per trimester. 

I have received 20 L&L Certifications and 1 PEP 
course chapter certifications, 20 HW  
Certifications and 12 PD Certifications this  
trimester. 

My goal is to received 10 entries in the  
Impromptu Speaking competition happen this 
afternoon and 3 entries each of the Effective 
Speaking and Effective Writing competitions. 
Competitions topic available in L&L Fall CIPs. 
Winner be featured in LL Facebook page in each 
category and in State NEWSLET. 

Next Book of 2nd trimester is “Summer Sisters 
by Judy Blume. Discussion will be held at  
conventions. Promote at L&L CIPs, LL Facebook 
page and other MNWT publications. 

Living and Learning Program Manager Fast 
Start Recognitions; 

Candy Freeman from Melrose Chapter 
Robertha and Katy Pepper from Burnsville 
Anna Nichols from New Hope 
Beth Clifford from Coon Rapids 
Stephanie Putzier from Byron WT 
Bonnie Marten from Maple Grove WT 
Rhonda Eckhart 

 

NEWSLET, Stephanie Putzier “Nancy”: 

Thank you to the 6 members that completed 
their NEWSLET LPM Fast Start.  The winner of 
my drawing was Kathy Ehlenz-Matson - Fridley 
Chapter.. 

Thank you to the 21 LPMs that submitted a 
Trimester Report.  It is great to see what  
everyone is doing in their chapter. 

Thank you to the 1 district and 7 chapters that 
submitted a newsletter.  It is fun to see the  
different newsletter styles and all of the projects 
that are being run. 

Please take time to recognize your chapter, 
District Director, Secret Sis, or someone special 
in the next issue of the NEWSLET.  “Lead the 
Way” Personals forms were placed at each spot. 
If you need more, please contact IVP Stephanie 
Putzier. 

We are looking for a NEWSLET Editor for the 
next edition.  If this is something you or someone 
you know may be interested in, please contact 
IVP Stephanie Putzier.  A huge Thank You to 
Ginny Avenson for agreeing to take pictures at 
convention this year. 
 

Public Relations, Stephanie Putzier 
“Paula”: 

Thank you to the 8 members that completed 
their Public Relations LPM Fast Start.  The  
winner of my drawing was Abbi Baker, STMA 
Chapter.. 

Thank you to the 24 LPMs that submitted a 
Trimester Report.  PR is being used in so many 
different ways across our state. 

Thank you to the 11 chapters that participated  
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in Founders Day.  If you can believe it, almost all 
of the projects centered around food! 

Thank you to the 20 members and their guests 
that attended Day at the Diamond.  President 
Brenda sure throws a mean fast ball. 

MNWT Week Proclamation presented to  
President Brenda. 
 

Records and Recognition, Stephanie  
Putzier “Rachel”: 

Thank you to the 5 members that completed 
their Records & Recognition LPM Fast 
Start.  The winner of my drawing was Jodie 
Meyer, New Hope Chapter.. 

Thank you to the 20 LPMs that submitted a 
Trimester Report. 

Calling all Chapter Presidents and State  
Delegates:  Mid-Year Evaluations are due via 
email to rr@mnwt.org by Saturday, November 
10.  Please see the Book of Forms on 
www.mnwt.org for the correct evaluation 
form.  If you have any questions, please contact 
IVP Stephanie Putzier. 

Thank you to the 22 chapters who submitted 
SUCCESS First Trimester.  The Second Trimester 
deadline is January 5, 2019. A HUGE Thank You 
to JoAnn Miller, Sarah Sundine, and Shellie 
Lemmerman for helping me review all of the 
SUCCESS submissions. 
 

External Vice President, Cindy Golbuff: 

Thank you for taking the time to review the 
programming areas that were up for review this 
year. I look forward to reading the reviews. 

Thank you to the 12 Programming Vice  
Presidents who completed their Fast Starts. The 
winner of my state store incentive is Brenda 
Kennelly- Coon Rapids.. 

Thank you to all of you who attended “Take Me 
Out to the Ball Field” Project Fair last night. Our 
SPM’s made several “Home Runs” as they 
worked very hard to present relevant  
information to you all. The winner of the Project 
Fair Basket is Stefanie Nikolaus - Anoka Chapter. 

Have you thought about becoming a  
Programming Manager for the 2019--2020 year? 
Find your passion and have a rewarding MNWT 
Year. Bids will be taken at Winter State  
Convention.  
See IVP-Steph or myself for more information. 
 

Community Connections, Kathy Hansen: 

Thanks to all of the 8 LPM Fast Starts  
submitted! The recipient of LPM Fast Start bas-
ket is Jill, St. Michael/Albertville Chap-
ter!  Congratulations! 

Thanks to all  the chapters for sending in the 
Programming Reports. 

I continue to accept the Outstanding Person 
with Developmental Challenges nominations. 
This award recognizes a person with develop-
mental challenges. The Minnesota Women of 
Today recognize their talents, leadership abilities 
and accomplishments in their local communities. 
We recognize they possess the ability to initiate 
ideas and innovations for new and exciting pro-
jects and programs. We celebrate their joy for 
helping others! Please help me award someone 
that we can honor!  These OPDC nominations 
are due 11/1/18. 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
month. See more details in CIP. 

Submit your awareness project by November 
10th to cc@mnwt.org. 

Priority Area-Wishes and More, Jenise 
Teske: 

Thank you to 4 Districts and 1 Chapter for let-
ting me visit to promote WAM 

8 Chapters reported 122.5 service hours, $0 in-
kind donations, $450 cash donations 

Thank you to 6 LPMS for Fast Start submis-
sions 

Winner of 1st Trimester Challenge for each 
LPM that submitting a Fast Start is Kim Finch 
from Brainerd Lakes 

Winners from Project Fair: Lisa Hahn for com-
ing the closest in guessing # of pieces of choco-
late; Melody Weisel, the game winner. 
 
Women’s Wellness, Cindy Golbuff 
“Wilma”: 

Thank you to the 5 LPMs  who  
submitted their fast starts. 

Women’s Wellness had  2 LPM reports received 
with 25 service hours and $190 money raised for 
first trimester. 

The winner of my incentive for the first  
trimester challenge is Courtney Miller- Anoka. 

Please consider honoring a woman by  
nominating her for the Lois M. Christenson 
Women Who Impact Award.  When are the 
nominations due? November 1st. 

The Outstanding LPM of the trimester is Sheila 
McCabe from Burnsville. 
 
Youth of Today, Sharla Kilen: 

Thank you to the numerous chapters who  
submitted their Kids Week activities to me - look 
for a recap in my CIP.  Winner of the Kids Week 
Summer Basket is the Anoka chapter. 

I loved seeing many of you at the Project Fair 
last night, as you learned more about a program 
near to my heart - GIRLS LEAD.  My goal is to 
have 5 chapters to hold this program in their 
communities this year. 

Encourage a youth in your community by  
nominating them for the Outstanding Young 
Adult award.  Nominations are due November 
1st, which will come fast! And don’t forget to  
pre-register with me to reserve your spot for the 
String Art OYA fundraiser being held tonight! 
 
Financial VP, Mary Hansen/Jane Hanson: 

Congratulations to the 13 Chapter Treasurers 
who completed their fast start.  Certificates are in 
the DD bags. 

Finance Committee Raffle Fundraiser 
is  kicking off this weekend; drawing at Winter 
State. Julie Hammel is chairing this fundraiser - 
please contact her for books to sell or tickets. 
Prizes include 3 weekend getaways and $100 
cash. 

2nd Trimester promotional is Stonehouse  
Coffee; see the CIP and web site for ordering 
information. There are new items including  
K-cups. 

New Store items; President Brenda’s mug, pens 
and WT notepads. Also check out the mechanical 
pencils and other items on sale. 

Sales Tax Return are due Feb. 5, 2019. See info 
in CIP for assistance. 

January Budget Review is Friday, Jan. 4th and 
Finance Committee meeting will be at 10am 
Saturday, Jan. 5th. 

 

After much deliberation during the meeting and 
explaining why the income amount is higher 
than the expense amount, the motion presented 
below was passed. 
M/S/P (FVP/DD7): I move to approve the 2018-
2019 budget with income of $91,915 and ex-
penses of $93,638.   

Parliamentarian, Barb Zeroth: 

State Policy and Bylaw review will be Friday 
Oct. 19th. Please see my CIP for further details. 

Thank you to the 4 Chapters and 3 Districts that 
submitted their policies and bylaws for  
review.  Please continue to send in your chapter 
and district policy and bylaws for review. The 
challenge winner for first trimester is Monticello 
Chapter.. 

Thank you to all who participated in the  
Bullseye Challenge for first trimester.  Don’t 
forget to like the MNWT Parliamentarian  
FaceBook page to get in on the challenge.  The 
winner is Kelly Porter. 
 

Chairman of the Board, Shelli Struzyk: 

38 members traveled to Mankato, MN June  
15-17 as we celebrated with the United States 
Women of Today for the Year End Convention. 
We welcomed MNWT President Brenda Sather 
and Laura Gaylord of New Ulm, MN was sworn 
in as the new USWT President. Congratulations 
to her and the other MN members that were 
elected on her staff: Colleen Todd, PA; Cindy 
Sanders, MVP; JoAnn Miller, PVP; Jane Hanson, 
Treasurer; Nicy Anderson, COB; Michelle 
McGowen, DVA and Lisa Hahn, Extensions  
Director. 

Mid-Year Convention is being held October  
12-15th in Hartford, SD. Please let me know if 
you have an interest in attending or have any 
questions. The service project at this convention 
will be a collection to make bags for the  
Children’s Inn in Sioux Falls, SD. I would like to 
pass the hat for donations to contribute to this 
service project. 

ONTO shirts are available for sale. We have a 
limited supply, so contact myself or a member of 
my ONTO committee while they last! We are 
selling flowers that will be delivered at the lunch-
eon during Winter State. They are $3 each or 4 
for $10. Must be in quantities of 4 for that special 
pricing. Chapters, please see your DD’s for order 
forms and tags or any ONTO member can help 
you as well. 

State Staff and President filings for the  
2019-2020 year will be accepted starting  
December 1, 2018. Remember, no one may  
publicly announce intent to seek any state staff 
position prior to February 15, 2019 to anyone 
other than the Chair of Elections, which is me. 

March Planning will be held on March 9, 2019. 
Aitkin will be hosting with specific location TBD. 
Look for the registration form in my Winter CIP. 
Please send all recommendations and ideas to 
me by February 15, 2019. 

The following election representatives have 
been approved: Area 1: Becky Hale; Area 3:  
Carrie Atkinson and Area 4: Sue Bay. Area 2 rep 
is Wendy Homyak pending approval of motion at 
Mid-Year Executive Council. 

The redistricting survey is in my Fall State CIP 
and will also be made available on the website. 
Again, have your voice hear and help shape the 
structure organization. You can also email  
comments to me. I will accept recommendations 

until February 15th, 2019. 
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Executive Director, Katie Castro 

Thank you to all the chapters that filed their 
990 and Annual Renewals by the September 1 
deadline.  If you need help with either of these 
filings, please let me know. 

I have received the 2nd trimester dues billing; it 
will be sent out next week. 

I am working on a location for Annual 2019; 
will need a host chapter or district.  I did not 
receive a priority bid for Fall State 2019, so the 
bid is now open to the entire state.  Please  
contact me for more information. I am now  
seeking apriority bid for Annual 2020 from  
Section 2 Central (District 5, 6, 7, & 8); bid is due 
to me January 11th, 2019 to be approved for 
presentation at Annual 2019. 

The revised Records & Recognition manual was 
distributed with CIP packets.  Huge thanks to 
everyone who helped with revisions and  
proofing! 

Winter State’s “Wild Ride” is January 25-26, 
2019 at the DoubleTree Park Place. Registration 
form is in your CIP packet and will be available 
online next week. 

Chapters, please be sure to maintain your  
official chapter email. Limited storage, so be sure 
to delete sent, inbox and trash. Contact Katie for 
assistance if needed. 
 

Presidential Assistant, Christine Sibilleau 
Are you looking for a crafting weekend or for a 
weekend away to relax, spend some time  
outdoors, be by the lake and socialize with other 
members?  Join President Brenda and I at 
Woodland Beach Resort on Bay Lake in  
Deerwood (approximately 20 miles east of 
Brainerd) from Friday morning, October 26 until 
Sunday afternoon, October 28.  $110 Weekend 
Registration includes meals, accommodations. 
Crafters will also have a 6-foot table. Come early 
for an extra $42.50 you can add a Thursday night 
stay! There are plenty of places to explore or go 
for a walk/run. Please get your registration form 
to me this weekend or by October 1 so we can 
plan accordingly! Whether you are coming to be 
creative or take a break-have fun and connect 
with like members across the state. 

At the end of the year, the Greenbush Chapter 
will be compiling Photo Books to be presented to 
President Brenda full of pictures of her year as 
president.  Please forward copies of pictures that 
you take when President Brenda comes to visit 
your chapter or district meetings or events. Or if 
sharing on social media, please use 
#LeadTheWayBrenda - privacy setting must be 
set to public. 

One more thing - each chapter is asked to  
prepare a 12x12 scrapbook page [front and back] 
with pictures and mementos of your chapter’s 
events over this year! Please get your own  
scrapbook page. It would be appreciated if  
completed pages were sent to me by April 1st so 
that we can get these put together into large 
scrapbooks and given to President Brenda at 
Annual Convention. 
 

Foundation Chair, Nicky Anderson: 

Our Annual Lucky Buck Auction to Benefit 
Chapter Grants will be held at Winter state. We 
are now seeking donations for our baskets. 
Please let me know if your interested in  
donating. 

Chapter Grant applications are due December 
1st. 

The Cheryl L Anderson Art Auction will be held 
tomorrow. Please stop by and bid on one of  the 
many items. Proceeds from the Auction benefit 
the Cheryl L Anderson Scholarship. We will be 
giving scholarships this weekend. 

The MNWT Foundation is currently  
participating in the Amazon Smile program.  
See my CIP. 

The Annual Report from 2018 was placed in 
your CIP packets, but can also be found online. 
Yesterday we approved the following members as 
part of the Foundation Board: Jen Kinzer, Nancy 
Dvoracek, Bonnie Waller, Cindy Sanders, 
JoAnne Larson, Lisa Hahn, Terri Dahlberg.  
Welcome  New members: Colleen Todd and 
Sharon Erickson. 
 

Future Directions Chair, Jen Kinzer: 

The FD Committee has several sub-committees 
and task forces that have been working hard for 
you the membership.  Some of the activity has 
included: 

The creation and approval of new chapter 
president and DD monthly report forms 

The discussion and approval of the  
P r o g r a m m i n g  T a s k  F o r c e  
recommendations:  Move Success to CMVP, 
Move Individual Evaluations to the  
Supervising officers, Eliminate the R&R 
SPM position, Eliminate the PR and  
NEWSLET SPM positions and move the 
responsibilities of those positions, Combine 
the IVP/EVP position to one PVP position. 

The forming of a new Strategic Plan  
Committee and beginning to work on a new 
Strategic Plan for the MNWT. 

 
The approval of the Committee Structure 
Concept, which works with Policy O and 
defining our Statewide groups (committees) 
as Statewide Committees, Standing  
Committees, Sub-Committees and Task 
Forces. 

The next Future Directions Committee meeting 
will be held on December 1st at 1:00 at Star Bank 
in Eden Prairie.  Contact Jen if you would like to 
be a part of one of our sub-committees, task 
forces or visit our meeting. 
 

Membership Management Chair, Tevyan 
Sorensen 

Welcome to the 9 first timers joining us. 

We welcomed 43 new members in Trimester 1. 
Each received a new member packet with a $5 
coupon to the State Store mailed to their home. 
Thank you to the ladies at Closeout South with 
your help sending these out. 

I would like to remind you to take advantage of 
these upcoming occasions to plan something fun 
for recruiting & retention: Make A Difference 
Day October 27th, Membership Monday October 
29th, World Kindness Day November 13th, Small 
Business Saturday November 24th, and National 
Soup Month in January. Any day is a great day to 
plan something fun! 
 

Marketing Chair, Daina Mirsch-Wenner: 

Minnesota Milk Bank for Babies is a non-profit 
organization created to establish human donor 
milk banks in Minnesota. Chair Shellie Matthes 
has many plans in the works to help the  
organization expand across the state.  

Please see her CIP on ways the chapters in your 
district can help and spread the word. Don't 
forget, the collection for this is at Winter State! 
It's the Web Development Subcommittee's goal 
to get you looking at all of our online resources. 
So in that endeavor, we have been busy this year 
reinvesting in the MNWT Blog. A blog is a  
regular feature appearing as part of an online 
publication that typically relates to a particular 
topic and consists of articles and personal  
commentary by one or more authors.  

Thanks to Social Media Team Lead Jeny Ohr 
and Membership Vice President Anna Nichols, 
we have been regularly posting articles to the 
Blog this year focusing on our chapters and our 
officers; in second trimester, we will also be  
reintroducing the "What's Your Why" program. 
This scavenger hunt will introduce the MNWT 
Blog to you and get you used to interacting with 
this social media platform. Please take some time 
to complete the scavenger hunt and your name 
will be placed into a drawing for an incentive to 
be awarded at Winter State 2019. 

We are looking for help on some of the  
Marketing Committee task forces. If you have a 
background in email marketing, social media 
marketing, or marketing your chapter at your 
local community events, please contact  
marketing@mnwt.org to help us! 

Thank to all who joined us last night at the 
Expo & Project Fair. It was great, don’t you 
think? The Marketing table had 2 drawings and 
the winner of the What’s Your Why submission: 
Glorie Balfanz from Monticello; NEWSLET  
Survey submission: Sarah Sundine from  
Monticello. 

Please join me at my forum: PR...It’s Not What 
You Think Anymore following the Business 
Meeting in room University A. 
 
Business Meeting Adjourned at 10:56am. 
 
Minutes submitted respectfully, 
Debbi Benke ~ 2018/2019 State Secretary 

 

 

Is there a Community that you 

would like to  

“Extend a Hand of Fellowship” to 

this year? 

Our Extensions Director is looking for 

chapter members that are willing to  

extend that hand of fellowship. There are  

incentives from the MNWT Foundation to 

help you form another chapter (extend). 

If you know of a community or if you 

would like to assist Heidi and help  

communities become chapters, Heidi 

would love to hear from you! 

Heidi Westerlund: extensions@mnwt.org 

Send her an email today! 

We help extensions, yes we do,  

we help extensions,  

HOW ABOUT YOU? 

mailto:marketing@mnwt.org
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Check this course out and more PEP Courses at the Chapter service Center with Katie 
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CALLING ALL INTERESTED MEMBERS WHO LOVE TO HOST! 

OR WHO ARE INSPIRed TO HOST! 

Are you or your District interested in hosting a Convention or State Meeting?  Annual 2019 and Fall State 2019 are both OPEN to host a  
convention! It’s a great new opportunity to learn and grow at a different level. What are you waiting for? Katie is working on a location for Annual 
2019; will need a host chapter or district.  Katie did not receive a priority bid for Fall State 2019, so the bid is now open to the entire state.  Please 
contact Katie for more information. Katie is now seeking apriority bid for Annual 2020 from Section 2 Central (District 5, 6, 7, & 8); bid is due to 
Katie January 11th, 2019 to be approved for presentation at Annual 2019.  
Contact Executive Director, Katie Castro for more information, or fill in this bid form, mail it to Katie and see what happens!   
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