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State President 
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Dear Minnesota Women of Today members, 

As we enter into the remaining months of the 2018-19 Women of Today year, I want to 

encourage you to consider joining us at several state wide meetings.  It is through YOUR 

participation and voice that we get a better understanding of areas that we can improve on.  

It is easy to view this organization from a state staff perspective but the impact of what this 

organization has to offer is felt at the local level; and therefore that is why it has been our 

mission this year to hear from you. 

One of the regularly scheduled meetings to get this feedback at  is MARCH PLANNING.  It 

will be held on March 9th in Aitkin.  This is a one day opportunity for any member to share 

recommendations with current and prospective staff.  It is here where we often find the 

seeds that develop into changes such as the recent programming changes that are being 

brought before the general membership.  No idea is turned away and the day becomes an 

exercise in brainstorming.  Again this is open to all members.   

We also have state wide committee meetings coming up in March.  Those will be held the 

following weekend on March 16th.  Committee meetings will be held in Shoreview this year 

but they do offer the opportunity to join via zoom.  Check out details later in this mailing if 

you are interested.  The committees that meet are the Marketing, Membership  

Management, and Future Directions.  Some of the ideas that come out of March Planning 

are sent to these committees for further work and discussion.  

Following these meetings, we head into Area Meetings.  Remember that the purpose of 

these is to meet again with myself as current State President as well as meet potential  

candidates.  It is a good time to get out and visit with districts.  I’m particularly looking 

forward to this as traveling to district meetings held during the week this past year has 

been a challenge due to my work schedule so I’m excited that we have this option for me 

still get out and hear from the general membership.  As Chairman of the Board next year,  

I work with the above mentioned committees so my role in terms of responding to  

feedback from members will continue.  

Finally, don’t forget to put Local Officer Training Session (LOTS) on your calendar.  This is 

May 4th in Monticello and is a day long opportunity for you to send your upcoming elected 

positions to and where we will cover the details of their job duties.  It is a wonderful way 

for even the more seasoned members to have a refresher and more importantly to connect 

with other chapter officers from around the state. 

I’m looking forward to spending more time on the road as the snow begins to melt.  I don’t 

need to tell you that it has been a long winter… 

 

In Friendship, 

Brenda K. Sather 

State President 2018-19 

March 2019 
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In the book that I have offered to the MNWT members, How to Get Unstuck, by Matt Perham, he 

has given several key points on how to ‘get unstuck’ or to prevent us from getting stuck.  I liked many 

of these chapters but I want to share on one of these chapters - chapter 12. The title of the chapter is, 

Set Your Priorities: Make Importance Truly Work. 

Time is important. We have due dates, we have reports to finish, minutes to type and dates to keep. 

Time will run around us if we do not prioritize our time. I can tell you first hand that making time to 

write down your priorities and organize them is key with this position and any position, inside MN 

Women of Today or outside of this organization.  

Excerpt(s) from the book: 

We need to make priority decisions among all the tasks available to us, then slot those priorities into the time we have  

consolidated. That is the key to time management. That means we need to know what our priorities are, how to set them, and 

what it looks like to truly slot our time. Your priorities are not everything you have to do. They are not the same as your  

responsibilities. They are your chief responsibilities. More specifically, in Peter Drucker’s words, a priority is one of the  very few 

major areas “where superior performance will produce outstanding results.” Something is not a priority if it is not a task,  

project, or responsibility that will result in high contribution. Why would you focus on low-value tasks? A priority is a  

high-value task and therefore something that takes precedence over other tasks. Priorities are the key to effectiveness. Peter 

Drucker famously wrote: “If there is any ‘secret’ of effectiveness, it is concentration. Effective executives do first things  first and 

they do one thing at a time.” Look at how he defines concentration: doing one thing at a time, and making sure that the one 

thing you do is a “first thing.” 

If you are someone who “flies off the seat of your pants” and does a job well-done, I applaud you. May I ask you a question, do 

you feel like you have accomplished everything on your prioritized “to-do list”? Or did you give the same time to get the  

low-value task completed as the high-value task? Did that make you feel good? Did you have less time to do the high-value task?  

Without setting priorities, you get stuck. You get stuck because you become busy but not productive. 

Excerpt from his book: 

You are busy because you are doing so many things. But you aren’t productive because you are “making a millimeter of progress  

in a million directions,” and you are majoring on minor things. Instead, you should get more done by doing fewer things of 

higher impact than by doing more things of lower value.  

Matt Perman then lists 4 principles for choosing priorities and helps explain how to determine your priorities. He also explains 

how to create a time leverage chart. The time leverage chart has four columns, the include:  

1. The five to seven responsibility areas of your job and top current goal 

2. A brief statement of what success look like in that area 

3. The percentage of your time required to reach your goal, stated also in terms of hours 

4. The key activities for making your goal happen.  

If you are struggling with time management, I encourage you to pick up this book or another time management book, or talk 

with someone who knows how to manage their time wisely and efficiently (State President, Breda Sather).   Brenda Sather will 

tell you to “Eat that Frog”. To stop putting off the “big item on your list, to eat the frog and get it done.”  

As Matt states as his core point in the “Unstuck Clinic” for chapter 12: It is not enough to decide what you will do. To truly make 

those things happen, you need to decide what you won’t do. Exercise: Make a “stop doing” list.  

The book discussion  on part 4 - chapters 16 through 21 will be held on Wednesday, April 17th at 7pm. Even if you do not have 

the book, chime in to discuss key points on “getting unstuck”.   

              

         Sincerely, 

 

         Debbi Benke, State Secretary 

 

Dear Members of the Minnesota Women of Today,



 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  Membership Team  

Organizational Rules  

& Records 

 

COB, PA & Exec. Director 
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District & Chapter Support 

Anna Nichols  

Membership VP 

 

Illeana Miller 

Chapter Management VP 

 

Don’t forget to send in your registration for LOTS.  

Registration form is available in my CIP and in the February issue of 

the Chapter Mailing. Please contact me if you have any questions. 

L O T S  w i l l  b e  h e l d  S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  4 th  a t  

St. Henry’s Churching Monticello.  

 

Heidi Westerlund  

Extensions Director 

 

Did you hear the news?  St. Joseph filed an intent to  

extend!  If you know of anyone in that area, please let me know their 

names, and we will give them a call.  How about Bemidji, know of 

anyone up there (or down there)? If you do, please send their names 

my way!   

Annual convention will be bringing you three lucky buck baskets to 

try to win.  The proceeds are for the Extensions Fund maintained by 

the Foundation. Bring your lucky bucks to convention and try your 

luck on all three baskets! 

 

 

 

Cindy Umland 

Administrative VP 

Now is the time to promote the upcoming Area Meetings for your 

district.  Send me a email of how you will promote the Area  

Meetings or Upcoming Annual Convention at Craguns, to 

avp@mnwt.org .  

 

 

 

 

 

Barb Zeroth 

Parliamentarian 

Hello Chapters and District Directors!  I am still looking for at least 

8 more chapter bylaws and policies to review and only 2 more dis-

tricts.  You can forward them to my email at parli@mnwt.org.  It’s 

an easy way to get your name into the year-end basket drawing.  

 
Debbi Benke 

State Secretary 
 

Hello secretaries! Thanks for those minutes that you have been 

sending in! Continue to send those in, I am so close now to reaching 

my goal for the year! Thank you! 

 

Mark your calendars for April 17th at 7pm! The last book discussion 

on  “How to Get Unstuck - Breaking Free From Barriers to Your  

Productivity. Look on my Facebook page or your chapters’ MNWT 

email, that’s where the log-in information will be.  

 

Enjoy the last trimester of this year. Plan something fun for your 

chapter and be sure to let each member of your chapter know that 

they are appreciated and valued. 

 

Chairman of the Board 

Shelli Struzyk, Past President 

March planning is set and will be taking place on Saturday March 
9th at St. James Catholic Church in Aitkin, MN.  Thank you to 
everyone who submitted a recommendation as this is a wonderful 
opportunity for everyone to use their voice in making decisions to 
continue growing and maintaining our fantastic organization! 
 
Your district directors have been hard at work in the planning, so 
be on the lookout for your invite.  All registrations are available 
online on the Chairman of the Board page at 
www.mnwt.org.  Don’t let this opportunity to hear President 
Brenda as she makes her final travels around the state and also to 
hear from the potential State President candidates as they share 
their goals for the upcoming WT year.  
 
Mark your calendars for the Area meeting in your location. 

 Area 1 – Saturday March 23rd at the Holiday Inn  
Express in Bemidji 

 Area 2 – Friday March 22nd at the Lions building in Rice 

 Area 3 – Friday April 5th at the Valley of Peach Church in 
Golden Valley 

 Area 4 – Saturday April 6th at Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Rochester 

 
 

 

USWT Writing Competition 
 

Topic:  “What Song Rocks Your Roll?” 
Essay Length:  600-800 words 

 
Deadline:  May 1, 2019 

 
Email Entry To:  pdstep@uswomenoftoday.org 

 
Registration Fee:  $5.00 

 
Make check out to USWT with  

“writing competition” on memo line. 
 

Mail Registration Form and Fee to:   
Theresa Johnson 

4200 Banner Road 
Noble, OK 73068 

mailto:avp@mnwt.org
mailto:parli@mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org/
http://www.mnwt.org/
mailto:pdstep@uswomenoftoday.org
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Cindy Golbuff 

External Programming VP 

What do you think of when you think of March? March Madness, Daylight 

Savings Time, Spring? How about the 3rd month of MNWT 3rd  

Trimester? :)  In May, at Annual convention, we will write the big “mock” 

checks, showing the totals of all the dollars raised and the value of service 

hours performed, by every member in all of our chapters! How do we 

know what these totals are? The donations are reported on the  

programming report form by you. We need the information from all of our 

chapters! And it’s not too late to submit a report for projects held 1st or 

2nd trimester (if you haven’t submitted them already). I am here to help 

you complete the form. Call me or email me at evp@mnwt.org   and I will 

help you with it. 

 

It was great talking with many of you at convention and exciting to see 

others excited about the possibility of them trying something new and 

taking on a State Program Manager position.  If you have a passion for one 

of our programming areas, becoming a State Program Manager will give 

you the opportunity to promote an area you love. There are still many 

positions open, especially for YOU. Contact me at evp@mnwt.org It would 

be great to have these areas filled before Annual Convention.  

 

Continue to check out Jenise’s link for Wishes and More as they have their 

Storybook Ball on 3/2/2019. http://evite.me/hB5PyEW5kb. Sharla had 

great information on Girls Lead at her forum. See her CIP for more  

information. Wilma (Women’s Wellness) has a 3rd trimester challenge for 

at least 30 days of this trimester. You can do it!  Have you started the  

Community Connections Year-End Award Nomination? It is due to Kathy 

on 4/15/19.  

 

{OPEN} 

Women’s Wellness SPM 

Let’s focus on attitudes of gratitude for the Third trimester.  Share  

moments each week that you have made the choice of grace and gratitude 

instead of the alternative. Let’s recognize our amazing MNWT friends and 

spread the Joy! The theme for International Day of Happiness 2019 is 

"Share Happiness". On the back page of my Winter CIP is a 3rd Trimester 

Challenge. Have you seen it?  Would you like to win a fantastic basket at 

Winter State?  It is easy to do. Email me at ww@mnwt.org 

Did you try the recipe I listed on the back page of the Winter CIP?  I love to 

try new recipes. What is your favorite recipe for Wintertime? Would you 

share it with me?  Post your favorite recipe on my women’s wellness fb 

page; or email me the recipe; or text it to me; or snap it to me; or mail it to 

me… Or…. Call ME with the recipe!  :) 

Minnesota March of Dimes Walk will be held Saturday, April 27th, 2019 at 

8:00 AM. Registration begins at 7:00AM at Mall of America in  

Bloomington.  Thank you Marvelous MNWT members for supporting 

American Cancer Society with your donations at Winter State Convention. 

We raised $75.00! 

March 2019 is observed as Women’s History Month and National  

Nutrition Month.  Here is another challenge and checking to see if you are 

reading this article… Email or fb message me the answer to the following 

questions? What is March 8th recognized for??  March 20 is noted the First 

Day of Spring and what else? I have put a subliminal message in this  

article. What is it?  Thanks Ladies for all you do in making the World a 

Better Place! Peace :) 

 

Jenise Teske 

Priority Area - Wishes & More SPM 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to Wishes and More.  See my 

Winter State CIP to see what my 3rd Trimester challenge is.  Look forward 

to seeing you all at Area meetings.  

Kathy Hansen 

Community Connections SPM 

Hi everyone, It was so nice to see all of you at Winter State. Community 

Connections End of the Year Award Nominations are due April 

15th.  Contact myself or EVP, Cindy for any questions. We want to  

recognize the chapters that have been significantly involved in their  

communities.  Just a reminder to look at my CIP for the 3rd Trimester 

challenge. If you donate to one of my projects then you will get your name 

put into a drawing at Annual Convention. Thank you for a great year.  

 

Sharla Kilen 

Youth of Today SPM 

 

Stephanie Putzier 

Internal Programming VP 

USWT Certifications 

Please remember to complete the USWT STEP, Outstanding Achievement 

in Programming, and all American Chapter Certification.  Forms can be 

found at www.mnwt.org under Book of Forms.  Please copy me when  

submitting to the USWT Program Manager in order to be recognized at 

Annual Awards.  The deadline for these certifications is May 1, 2019. 

(BONUS:  Anyone certifying in STEP will be entered into a drawing by 

USWT Program Manager, Theresa Johnson.) 

 

USWT President Challenge for STEP Certifications 

The National President’s Challenge for the STEP Certifications is to have 

participated in or participate in one of the three challenges of the Wing 

Challenge (trimester 1), Soar Challenge (trimester 2), or Dream Challenge 

(trimester 3).   

 

Dream challenge 

Share at least one goal or accomplishment you intend to complete by 

April 30, 2019 with the national President. 

 

Submit one or more project reports to PVP JoAnn for review for the 

project report library. 

 

Complete a certification, transmittal or community connections 

report __________ (which one completed) 

 

Sign a new member ____________________ (name of member) 

 

Share with President Laura one of your goals or aspirations for the 

2019-2020 WT year. 

 

Send into President Laura by April 30, 2019. 

 
2019-2020 SPMs Sought 

Is there someone in your chapter passionate about an internal  

programming area? Encourage them to share their talents at the state level 

by being a state program manager.  I am looking for bidders for all internal 

areas. 

 

{OPEN} 

Newslet SPM 

Thank you to all those that sent in a “Selfie” from Winter State.  We had 

some fun pictures. An additional thank you to Amy Pumper for being our 

Newslet Editor for 3rd Trimester.  She is looking for chapter articles. 

Please send them to newslet@mnwt.org.  All articles submitted will receive 

25 SUCCESS points!  

mailto:evp@mnwt.org
mailto:evp@mnwt.org
http://evite.me/hB5PyEW5kb
http://www.mnwt.org/
mailto:newslet@mnwt.org


 

   

{OPEN} 

Public Relations SPM 

National Volunteer Recognition Week is April 7 to 13, 2019. Since we are a 

volunteer 

organization, what better time to promote what we do as local chapters in 

our own 

communities and recognize what we accomplish together through the 

MNWT as we honor and recognize volunteerism across the nation? Use 

this opportunity to broadcast the many ways your chapter volunteers in or 

does something that benefits your community or the state.  See a sample 

press release and letter to the editor in my Winter State CIP. If you’re  

interested in more information, here’s the link: https://

ww2.pointsoflight.org/nvw.  

 

{OPEN} 

Records & Recognition SPM 

Calling all Chapter Presidents and State Delegates:  Year-End Evaluations 

are due via email to rr@mnwt.org by April 26.  Please see the Book of 

Forms on www.mnwt.org for the correct evaluation form.  If you have any 

questions, please contact IVP Stephanie Putzier.  BONUS: I will hold a 

drawing for each group that submits (i.e. Staff, District Directors, SPMs, 

Presidents, and State Delegates) to be awarded at Annual Convention. 

 

Help me reach my goal of 25 chapters submitting SUCCESS 3rd  

trimester.  All those that submit will be entered into a drawing to be 

awarded at Annual Convention. 

 

Melissa Redzuan 

Living & Learning SPM 

 

Does your family have any traditions?  If so, please consider sharing them 

with us at Annual Awards during the Effective Speaking Competition.   

 

TOPIC:  What is your family tradition that you want your kids and  

grandkids to know about and hopefully be carried out to their generations? 

 

Please see my Winter State CIP at www.mnwt.org for more details. 

 

Let’s end the year strong with a final avalanche of certifications from our 

members to help me reach my goals!  GOALS: 150 Living & Learning  

certifications, 50 Personal Development certifications, 50 Health &  

Wellness certifications, and 15 Personal Enrichment Program (PEP) 

Course certifications.  All certifications forms can be found in the Book of 

Forms at www.mnwt.org.  

 

 

 

 

Nicky Anderson 

MNWT Foundation Chair 

 

Jane Hanson/Mary Hansen 

Financial VP 

 

Check out the front page of the web site at wwww.mnwt.org for the 3rd 

Trimester fundraising fun!  Make a donation to the Bakeless Guiltless 

Healthy Bakesale! For each $10 in donation you contribute, you will be in 

a drawing for a Jumbo Decorated Chocolate Cookie and a baking basket to 

be awarded at Annual Convention. You can complete the order form and 

write a check payable to Minnesota Women of Today, then send them both 

to the Chapter Service Center, or make your donation on line through the 

PayPal link. 

 

 

Jen Kinzer 

Future Directions  

Committee Chair 

 

Changes to MNWT Programming will be brought to Exec Council for  

approval at Annual Convention.  A summary of those changes is available 

in my CIP and can be found on the MNWT website. Questions?   

Please contact me at fdc@mnwt.org  

 

Tevyan Sorensen 

Membership Management  

Committee Chair 

 

Are you going stir crazy with this winter weather?  If you are ready to get 

out and about, I’m sure you know someone else who is too :-)  Now is the 

perfect time to invite a friend along to a chapter social or service  

project.  Give them a reason to get out of the house and then show them 

how amazing your chapter is!  Help us get to 100 new members in  

Trimester 3!!  
 

Daina Mersch-Wenner 

Marketing Committee Chair 

 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Winter State 2019! I am bummed I have 

to miss this convention each year, as it's my favorite! This convention 

thanks our community with the Outstanding Awards, and serves our  

community with the Key Women Service Project and the Statewide  

Buckets of Sunshine Project presentation. Don't forget to share all your 

Social Media posts about convention with #mnwtws2019 so the Marketing 

Committee can see what your chapter or district did at convention.  

 

The Marketing Committee tried something new starting at this year's  

Winter State...did you see our business cards? Did you use them? What do 

you think? Please feel free to give feedback on these to  

marketing@mnwt.org. Hopefully, you remembered to turn in any unused 

cards so we can do this at all our state conventions. 

 

Are you following the MNWT Blog yet? Social Media Team Lead Jeny Ohr 

is doing an awesome job keeping us updated on what's going on across our 

state and about those leaders who are influential to our success. Tami 

Borgen of Roseau won the drawing of the Blog Scavenger Hunt we held 

earlier this year, but we did have 14 others who participated, currently 33 

blog followers. Let's get those numbers up! Did you know you can follow 

our MNWT Blog? Click the Follow button in the lower right corner of the 

blog page, enter your email address, then click "Sign me up" -- now you 

will be notified anytime we post an article to the MNWT Blog. 

 

Promoting MNWT Subcommittee Chair Sarah Sundine is doing an  

outstanding job sending out press releases to our communities on behalf of 

our top award winners. Whenever we find a posting about these press 

releases we share them to the MNWT Marketing Facebook page. If you see 

one that we have not shared, email the link to  

mktg-socialmedia@mnwt.org so we can Shout It Out Loud!  

 

 

  

 

   

MNWT Foundation Chair | Financial VP  
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State-wide Committees Chairs  

Upcoming Meetings 

Committee Meetings: 
Saturday, March 16th | Shoreview | 10AM 

 

MNWT Foundation Meeting:  

Saturday, April 13th | Anoka 

https://ww2.pointsoflight.org/nvw
https://ww2.pointsoflight.org/nvw
mailto:rr@mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org/
http://www.mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org
http://mnwt.org/pdfs/otherPDFs/officers/fvp_promotional-T3-2019.pdf
mailto:fdc@mnwt.org
mailto:marketing@mnwt.org
https://mnwomenoftoday.wordpress.com/
mailto:mktg-socialmedia@mnwt.org
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Digi-Sense:  
Using Online Tools for the Election Process 
by Daina Mirsch-Wenner & Christine Sibilleau 

 

We have completed nearly two-thirds of the year and it is now time to plan for the upcoming year's board elections. Most 

chapters have an Elections Committee consisting of the past president and other members; however, it’s the Boards 

responsibility to identify and recommend potential leaders and encourage them to develop and grow through new  

experiences in Women of Today. In this article, we will give you some tips on how to have a successful Elections  

Committee using online tools to ensure the process goes smoothly. 

When looking for future leaders, remember these five traits: 
 

 A leader plans. The core of leadership is being proactive rather than reactive. 

 

 A leader has vision. Vision provides direction, and without direction there’s not much point to planning. 

 

 A leader shares her vision. Telling the vision to others helps strengthen the belief in the vision. 

 

 A leader takes charge. Make the decisions and ensure they are carried out. 

 

 A leader inspires through example. Anyone who is willing to make the effort can become a good leader. 

 

Once you have your Elections Committee in place about two (2) months before the election meeting (typically takes 

place in April), start establishing a board of directors for the following year. Since we Minnesotans have to deal with  

WINTER, your committee may want to utilize some online tools instead of driving to meet in-person. Here are some 

great tools and an idea of how to use them. 

 Use doodle.com to coordinate dates/times of the committee meetings. The first thing you need to do is  

coordinate times and dates with the Elections Committee! This free, online tool will make that process super easy. 

Suggest times by setting up and customizing your meeting request. Then send an electronic invite to committee 

members with a link that lets participants indicate their availability to your specified dates. It's that easy! Once all of 

your committee members have replied to the survey, then you will review the results and choose the date/time with 

most selections. You can use this as an anonymous user or set up your own login if it is a tool you feel you may use 

more frequently. 

 
Use Google Forms to have members nominate potential board members. Perhaps you would like to open the nomination 

process up to all members whether or not they can attend the April meeting. If so, then creating one like this Sample 

Online Nomination Form is a great idea. Google Forms will allow you to create a form using many different question  

options, from multiple-choice to dropdowns to a linear scale. You can even add images and YouTube videos. Google 

Forms is responsive, so that means it’s easy (and beautiful) to make, edit, and respond to forms on screens big and 

small. Responses to your surveys are neatly and automatically collected with real-time response information and charts. 

Or, take your data further by viewing it all in Google Sheets. You can even have the Elections Committee be  

collaborators in the design and response tracking by using the Share feature. 

 

Use Zoom.com for easy, online meetings instead of driving in the snow. This is a free online tool that can be used by any 

device (Smartphone, tablet or computer). When users attend on a device with a video camera, everyone can be seen, 

and the administrator can put up electronic files to be viewed during the meeting. There are built-in collaboration tools 

that allow multiple participants to share their screens simultaneously and co-annotate for a more interactive meeting.   

http://doodle.com/
https://www.google.com/forms/about/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq7lnBtXFp6KQVuF1L0FMeDvdkJR3qVdP3ETazbmsN9CXKuw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq7lnBtXFp6KQVuF1L0FMeDvdkJR3qVdP3ETazbmsN9CXKuw/viewform
https://www.google.com/sheets/about/
https://zoom.us/meetings
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Digi-Sense - Using Online Tools for the Election Process, continued 
 

 

There are even tools to keep participants engaged, like enabling polling and Q&A; allowing virtual hand-raising; and 

tracking engagement with the Attention Indicator. 

 

The Elections Committee should conduct the election at the April meeting by secret ballot. Some chapter/district bylaws 

& policies may ban absentee ballot voting. However, if yours does not, you may wish to send out an absentee ballot 

Google Form for members who are unable to make it to your elections meeting. Here is a Sample Absentee Ballot that 

could be used for that purpose. 

 

The sample links listed above are for your information in regards to easy online tools to use. We are by no means  

suggesting these are your only options. Feel free to use whatever you find that works best for you! Best of luck to all of 

you on your upcoming elections process! 

 
"Digi-Sense: How-Tos for Electronic Communication" will be an ongoing article in the MNWT Chapter Mailing Highlights. It is created 
by the Web Development Subcommittee of the MNWT Marketing Committee as a tool to encourage chapters and members to utilize 
online tools to improve chapter management and/or membership recruitment. Please contact marketing@mnwt.org if you have any 
topic suggestions, comments or questions. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello MNWT VOLUNTEERS!   Do you know what is significant about April 15th??? Yes, it is tax time and Debbi’s 

birthday, but it is the deadline for you to turn in your nominations for the Community Connection End-Of-Year 

Awards. :) Have you done some projects this last year? I bet you have!  Look at each project and see which section it 

best fits in. We  want to honor  the chapters that have been significantly involved in their local communities, resulting in 

"community connections," and increase recognition of a chapters’ joint ventures with local community organizations. 

You can find this information by clicking this link.  This link will bring you to the MNWT book of forms. Send each form 

to Kathy Hansen, Community Connections SPM. There are three nomination areas:   

Community Connection- Joint Venture: Award given to recognize a Chapter that has successfully collaborated 

with another community organization to sponsor a successful community project. We recognize both organizations with 

their desire to “leave the world a better place.”  There are five questions to be answered along with an Award Stat sheet. 

Civic or Environmental Project Award: The Civic or Environmental Project Award category considers successful 
chapter projects which make an impact on their community either civically or environmentally. (Storm, flood or ditch 
clean-up projects, Election projects, Military family projects, etc.) 
 
Community Impact Award Nomination: The Community Impact Award category considers successful chapter 
projects that do not fit into one of the other Community Connections Award Categories (Joint Ventures or Civic or  
Environmental). 
 
 

https://www.google.com/forms/about/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSej73UeuW4FGXDPWjw7eWgOW5xeul3oe1movsLHlIjVsh1yCw/viewform
http://mnwt.org/bof/index.php
mailto:cc@mnwt.org
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LOOKING AHEAD….. 

April 2019 

March 2019 

May 2019 

Upcoming Area Meetings 

Area Meetings are held once each year in the spring.  

The purpose of these meetings is to meet the State President 

candidate(s) and offer training, and also to meet with the  

current State President.  

 

Area 1 Meeting - March 23rd at Holiday Inn Express, Bemidji 

Meeting at 10:30am | Registration at 10am 

Area 2 Meeting - March 22nd at Rice Lions Building, Rice 

Meeting starts at 6:30pm | Registration at 6pm 

Area 3 Meeting - April 5th at Valley of Peace Church, Gldn Vly 

Meeting starts at 7pm | Registration at 6:15pm 

Area 4 Meeting - April 6th at Bethel Lutheran Church, Roch. 

Meeting starts at 10am | Registration at 9:30am 

 

Check with your District Director for more details 

or go to the MNWT home page. 

WANTED: Bidders for SPM positions at 
Annual Convention 

We are looking for enthusiastic members to 
be our next leaders in the programming 
areas for 2019-2020. If you have a passion for 
one of our programming areas, becoming a 
State Program Manager will give you the 
opportunity to promote an area you love. 
Programming Areas include: 
 
Internal Areas - Benefits the local chapter 
and its members 

 Living and Learning 

 NEWSLET 

 Public Relations 

 Records & Recognition 
 
External Areas - Benefits the community 
and foundations supported be the Minnesota 
Women of Today 

 Community Connections 

 Women’s Wellness 

 Youth of Today 

 Priority Programming Area - Wishes & 
More (2nd year) 
This area is approved by the state 
membership for a  
three-year revolving cycle. 

 

Email Steph or Cindy if one (or more) of 
these areas interests you. 

 

http://www.mnwt.org
mailto:ivp@mnwt.org
mailto:evp@mnwt.org
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Winter State Executive Council Meeting Minutes  

Double Tree Park Place | January 25, 2019  
President Brenda Sather called the meeting to order at 1:20 PM.  
Invocation was given by Melissa Redzuan, LL SPM.  Illeana Miller, CMVP, 

led the Pledge and DD 4 Shellie Lemmerman led the USWT Creed.  
President Brenda introduced Nicky Anderson and Jane Hanson,  the chair 
persons of the convention. Parliamentarian Barb Zeroth reviewed the 

Orders of the Day. A quorum was established.  President Brenda Sather 
welcomed Brenda Nommenson for representing DD Alice.  
There was a correction made for the Mid-Year Executive Council meeting 

minutes that were printed in the December/January chapter mailing. A 
motion was inadvertently left out of the meeting minutes.  
M/S/P (COB/AVP) I move that we allow the National Store to sell at Winter 

State. The minutes are approved as amended. 
Secretary, Debbi Benke 

 Written reports are very important for keeping accurate minutes. 

Please be mindful of the written reports and be sure to give State 

Secretary any changes or additions. 

 District Director challenge - For each district director who encourages 

a chapter or district secretary to send in minutes - your name will be 
entered into a drawing to win a District Fun Party Gift at Annual  

Convention. Bonus - Each District Director that has more than 3 
chapter(s)/district secretaries send in minutes mentioning your name, 
you will receive a $10 State Store Certificate when I reach my 20  

chapters by Annual Convention.  

 Chapter Mailing Highlight is due February 10th.  

Administrative Vice President, Cindy Umland 

 District Directors gave reports 

Membership Vice President, Anna Nichols 

 2nd and 3rd Trimester Numbers: We ended 2nd Trimester with 79%  

retention and 53 New Members. We increased our retention by 5% 
over last trimester and our new member adds by 10 members. Our 
3rd Trimester base is 398 and our goal for retention this trimester is 

85%. The new Member Adds goal is 80. Above and beyond the 
planned goals will be an added Membership goal of 100 new  
members 3rd trimester.  

 District Membership Awards: Three districts 2nd trimester had growth: 

District 7 with growth +1, District 4 with growth +7, and District 2 with 
growth +7. District  2 had the highest percentage of growth 2nd  
trimester had 9% growth. Districts with 75% retention or higher:  

District 3 with 83%, District 5 with 85%, District 2 with 88%, District 7 
with 89%, District 10 with 89%, District 1 with 90% and with the  
highest retention for 2nd trimester is District 4 with 96%. 

 Close Out: April 30th, at 6 pm celebrating unity, love and admiration. 

2nd Trimester was even more fun than 1st. We called 100% of our 
chapters and receive positive feedback from many.  

 Exec Council Membership Challenge: Thank you to everyone who 

participated in my 2nd trimester membership social challenge. The 
winner of the fun prize is Tawn! Exec council 3rd trimester challenge - 
I challenge each of you to sign a new member by April 30th. Send me 

an email with the member’s name and I will put your name in a  
drawing for a really fun gift. 

Chapter Management Vice President, Illeana Miller 

 Chapters on TLC: Thief River Falls, Staples/Motley, Willmar,  

Woodbury, Marshall, and Mankato, Eastern Carver County, Sauk 
Rapids  

 I challenge each one of you to attend at least one event, one  

meeting, or even help co-chair an event this last trimester to  

reconnect with your chapter. 

 DD—Sheila received a $15 gift card for a challenge that was given to 

the dd’s. 

 Watch list: Avon, Benson, Brooklyn Park, Champlain, Elk River Area, 

St. James, Virginia, Albany, Montevideo, New Ulm, Slayton, and 

Windom. Reach out, show up to events, help out, encourage chapter 
members. 

 Thank you to Kathy Hansen who has been reaching out to the Mora 

chapter and a gift card was given. 

Extensions Director, Heidi Westerlund 

 Intent to Extend (St Joseph) will be announced at the business  

meeting. 

 100 New Members challenge - community backrub 

 
 

 
 
 

 Looking for donations for three lucky buck baskets that will help raise 

money for extensions. The name/themes are: Summer Playtime/

Sports Basket | Summer Sun & Fun/Leisure | Summer Happy Hour/
Booze. I look forward to your donations. 

Internal Vice President, Stephanie Putzier 

 Please visit us tonight at Connect!  The State Program Managers will 

be talking about their areas and you can learn more about the  
Programming Task Force recommendations. 

 We will not be hearing any bids today for Internal Programming.  If 

you know of someone that would make a great SPM, please let me 

know. 

 I had issued a challenge to Executive Council to complete their  

corresponding STEP.  Unfortunately, I did not receive any. There is 
still time! Anyone that sends me a completed STEP form by May 1 

will be entered into a drawing at Annual Convention.  I am going to 
make this even bigger! Submit an Outstanding Achievement in  
Programming form and be entered into another drawing. And, I’m 

going to make this even bigger yet!  If your chapter completes the All 
American Chapter Certification, your name will be entered into  
ANOTHER drawing. 

Living and Learning SPM, Melissa Redzuan 

 L&L Challenge: “We Live & We Learn”. Chapters discussed topics 

featured in cip’s and then would share chapter picture of them  
completing challenge on LL Facebook. 

 Goal to receive 120 LL certifications, 50 Health & Wellness  

certifications, 50 Personal Development certifications, 15 PEP course 
certifications.  

 Goal to receive 3 entries each in Effective Speaking and Effective 

Writing competitions. Competition topic is available in my LL CIP.  

 Discussion of book ‘Summer Sisters’ by Judy Blume. Please stop by 

my book discussion tonight. 
NEWSLET SPM, {Open} 

 Recognize chapter members by completing a “Lead the Way”  

Personal that will be published in the Newslet. 

 Newslet Articles for the post-Winter State edition will be accepted 

until February 2nd and the March issue until February 19th. 
Public Relations SPM, {OPEN} 

 Thank you to the 2 Executive Council members who accepted my 

challenge and clicked “follow” on the MNWT Blog. The winner of my 
drawing is: Cindy Golbuff. 

Records & Recognition SPM, {OPEN} 

 Thank you to the 7 staff, 10 district directors and 4 state program 

managers who submitted their mid-year evaluations. 
External Vice President, Cindy Golbuff 

 Service hours for 2nd trimester totals 3,206 

 Need SPM’s for both internal and external positions. Find what is 

your passion. 

 Grab some fudge for the finance fudge fundraiser 

 Complete your USWT Achievement in Programming  

Community Connections SPM, Kathy Hansen 

 No Report - drawing held 

Priority Area - Wishes & More SPM, Jenise Teske 

 Plan to make all Area Meetings to continue to promote Wishes & 

More.  

 Trimester 2 Challenge drawing 

 M/S/A (Jenise/COB) I move that would be able to conduct a  

fundraiser during trimester 3 by selling hearts at $1 each starting at 
Winter State Convention and extending through April 30th. 

Motion Amended by Cindy Umland to extend it through Annual  
Convention.  
Amended motion: M/S/P (Cindy/IVP) I move that as SPM for the 

Priority Area, Wishes and More to be able to conduct a fundraiser 
during Trimester 3 by selling hearts at $1 each starting at Winter 
State Convent ion and extending through Annual  

Convention. 
Women’s Wellness SPM, {OPEN} 

 2nd Trimester drawing. 

 Wellness options given, and the executive council had a stretching 

session.  
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 M/S/P (Cindy/COB) I move that we raise funds for Women’s  

Wellness in support of the American Cancer Society only during  

Winter State Convention by selling cancer awareness buttons or 
bracelets for $1each. 

Youth of Today SPM, {OPEN} 

 Recognizing 3 amazing young adults tonight. 

 Girls Lead forum tomorrow at 11:15am. 

Finance Co-Chair, Mary Hansen 

 Reminder to turn in sold raffle tickets to Julie Hammel. 

Parliamentarian, Barb Zeroth 

 Trimester 2 Drawing  

Chairman of the Board, Shelli Struzyk 

 Flower Sales tonight and tomorrow morning. 

 Committee Chairs - if you are interested in being a committee chair, 

reach out to Shelli or find the Intent to Chair in the Book of Forms. 
Executive Council, Katie Castro 

 Prize for the first responder for the convention newsletter - Shelli 

Struzyk. 

 Annual 2019 - Cragun’s in Brainerd, District 2 is hosting the  

convention - Dr. Suess theme. 

 MNJOTS—Arrow Wood Lodge June 7-9th. 

 Seeking bids for hosting Fall State 2019 and Annual 2020.  

 Insurance billing is being negotiated. We renew the existing policy, 

we are insured.  

 Post to Facebook #mnwt, #leadthewaybrenda, #mnwtwinterstate, 

#wildride - tag yourselves in the posts 

 Keep email box clean, delete emails be aware of emails with  

attachments as they are the emails that take up space. 

Presidential Assistant, Christine Sibilleau 

 Pictures of group will be given out at Annual Convention 

 Order for the Coffee and Scone mix will be coordinated for February 

9th. 
Foundation Chair, Nicky Anderson 

 No report 

Future Directions Chair, Jen Kinzer 

 The Programming changes will be presented at the Business  

Meeting tomorrow, please contact Jen with any questions 

 We are working on a new Strategic Plan and would like input on our 

goals for the next 5-7 years.  Please contact Jen if you have some 

suggestions. 

 Consider becoming a member of FDC or a subcommittee/task force 

chair.  We need you! 

 M/S/P (Jen/AVP)I moved that we strike from Policy T.15.b 9th through 

and replace with in 11th or. 

 M/S/P (Jen/COB) I move that change Policy T.15.d.2)a) to read: 6 or 

less nominations – up to two (2) may be recognized. 

 M/S/P (Jen/AVP) I move that we change Policy T.15.d.2).b) to read 7 

or more nominations – up to three (3) may be recognized. 

 M/S/P (Jen/EVP) I moved to strike from Policy T.15.d.4) engraved 

paperweight and replace with award. 

 M/S/P (Jen/EVP) I move to strike Policy T.17.c and replace with, 

“Award Nominations may recognize women in non-profit areas  
related to community service, volunteerism, spirituality, youth  

outreach or women’s advocacy.” 

 M/S/P (Jen/DD11) I move to strike from Policy T.17.d.2 “in a  

category.” 

 M/S/P (Jen/AVP) I move to strike from Policy T.17.d.3 engraved  

paperweight and replace with award. 

 M/S/P (Jen/EVP)I move to add to Policy T.17.d.5   Women of Today 

chapters are not eligible. 
Membership Management Chair, Tevyan Sorensen 

 We are welcoming first timers to convention this weekend. Please 

make every effort to meet them & make their experience amazing.  
Marketing Committee Chair, Daina Mirsch-Wenner 

 Chair Shellie Matthes has done an awesome job with the Minnesota 

Milk Bank for Babies this year! She will be submitting the USWT 

Buckets of Sunshine report for MNWT on our behalf. This project  

culminates at this convention. We will be presenting the BIG check at 

the Business Meeting on Saturday. 

 We will be distributing the new MNWT Business Cards and a  

direction sheet to each WS2019 convention attendee. You should 
have your own packet at your spot. Be sure to review the directions 

sheet to see how to use them. This will be an ongoing occurrence at 
each state convention. Don't forget that any unused business cards 
should be returned at the end of convention. 

 
President Brenda closed the meeting with a quote she shared in the  
beginning of the year: “An Arrow can be shot by pulling it backwards/ Just 

as an arrow can feel resistance being pulled back by a bow, we can feel 
resistance when we experience new changes. But consider the  
momentum of that arrow once it is launched.” It identifies with changes 

that are being made. 
 
Benediction was given by Living and Learning SPM, Melissa Redzuan and 

the Minnesota Women of Today Creed was led by District 3 Director, Jo 
Jo. 
The winter state executive council meeting was adjourned at 3:24pm. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by, 
 

Debbi Benke, State Secretary 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Winter State Business Meeting Minutes  
Double Tree Park Place | January 26, 2019  

President Brenda Sather called the meeting to order at 9am.  
Invocation was given by Melissa Redzuan, LL SPM. Tawn Hanson led the 
Pledge and Anna Nichols, MVP led the USWT Creed.  

President Brenda introduced “Thelma and Louise” - Nicky Anderson and 
Jane Hanson,  the chair persons of the convention. Parliamentarian Barb 
Zeroth reviewed the Orders of the Day. 33/57 chapters in attendance -  

A quorum was established. Minutes of the Fall State Business Meeting 
printed in the November chapter mailing were approved as printed. 
Secretary, Debbi Benke 

 At Annual Convention there will be a gift basket awarded to those 

that attend my book discussion on April 17th at 7pm. 

 Thank you for the minutes that were received in 2nd chapter. The 

winner of the state store gift certificate went to Brenda Nommenson 
from the St. James chapter. 

 Secretaries, send in your 3rd trimester chapter/district minutes. 

Administrative Vice President, Cindy Umland 

 Show your District Excitement for the district excitement judges! 

 All DD’s submitted Mid-year evaluations. 

 Congrats to the 6 State Delegates who submitted a mid-year. The 

winner for submitting a mid-year is Rachel Mueller of Anoka. 

 5pm at Courtyard 4 for prospective DD’s. 

Membership Vice President, Anna Nichols 

 Welcome the 53 new members this trimester. They join the 226 

members who renewed their membership. We had 31 chapters with 
75% retention or higher, and 2 chapters with an in-chapter extension, 

plus 35 chapters sent in renewal information by the early bird  
deadline. As a state we hit 79% retention. That is an increase of 5% 
from last trimester. We added 53 New Members, another increase 

from last trimester. AND again this trimester that was without any 
special state incentives or push.  

 Thank you to the 9 chapters who emailed me photos of their 2nd  

trimester Membership Monday events. The winner of the  

Membership Fun Box is Fairmont. The date for our 3rd Trimester 
Membership  

 Monday Event will be April 29th. Email me a photo of your event for a 

chance to win 3rd trimesters Membership Fun Box. 

 Who is ready for a Statewide Membership Challenge? Everyone 

repeat after me “Will you join our Chapter?” One more. “You are just 
what we need. You should join.” Awesome. Now you are all ready to 
join me in a statewide challenge to achieve new 100 members  

between Jan. 1st and April 30th.  
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 Every tenth new member received at the Chapter Service Center will 

receive something fun. Congratulations to Darlene Gregor from Hut-

chinson for being the 10th New Member. What is the next contest? 
Who will win the next prize? Watch your chapter emails and  
Facebook for more winners and contests. 

Chapter Management Vice President, Illeana Miller 

 Coming into 3rd Trimester we will have 8 chapters on TLC and 12 

chapters on the watch list. 

 This trimester we sadly have said good-bye to one chapter:  

Alexandria. While their impact in the community will be missed, we 

will miss their fellowship as much if not more. 

 In this last trimester I have a goal of making it to 10 chapter meet-

ings/events and 3districts. Please help me reach my goal by letting 
me know when your next meeting is. I have a fun training that I am 

sure will help keep your chapter motivated and your meetings moving 
along. 

 Staples/Motley chapter are having a couple of events: March 5th and 

another on April 5th. 
Extensions Director, Heidi Westerlund 

 St. Joseph has an intent to extend and Cathy Snyder and Lisa Hahn 

are spearheading the extension. 

 We will be having three lucky buck baskets that will help raise money 

for extensions. The name/themes are: Summer Playtime/Sports Bas-
ket | Summer Sun & Fun/Leisure | Summer Happy Hour/Booze. Bring 
your dollars to Annual and good luck!! 

 With goal of 100 members by end of year, we have work to do. Sur-

prise chant/back rub! 
Internal State Program Manager, Stephanie Putzier 

 Thank you to everyone that visited us at Connect last night. We will 

have a motion up for vote under New Business. 

 Please remember to complete the USWT STEP, Outstanding 

Achievement in Programming, and All American Chapter  
Certification. Information can be found in my CIP and forms can be 
found at www.mnwt.org under Book of Forms. Please copy me when 

submitting to the USWT Program Manager in order to be recognized. 
The deadline for these certifications is May 1st, 2019. 

 Congratulations to Cheryl Watson from Burnsville—EVP/IVP 2nd 

Trimester Chapter Programming Vice President challenge. 

 Unfortunately, we did not have anyone bid for an Internal SPM posi-

tion yesterday. Please see EVP Cindy or myself if you are interested 
in bidding at Annual Convention or if you would like more information. 

Living and Learning SPM, Melissa Redzuan 

 For my L&L Challenge “We Live and We Learn”- Civic Awareness. 

Thank you for those who posted a picture of  “I Voted” sticker on my 
Facebook page. Thank you for exercising your civic duty! 

 I have received 20 L&L Certifications and 4PEP course chapter certi-

fications, 24HW Certifications and 14 PD Certifications this trimester. 

 My goal is to receive 3 entries each of the Effective Speaking and 

Effective Writing Competitions. Unfortunately, I did not receive 

enough entries for Effective Writing Competition this year.  Thank you 
to Diane Carr and Katelyn Nevels from New Hope chapter for  
submitting their essay. 

 Next Book for 3rd trimester is “The Life Lists” by Lori Nelson  

Spielman. 

NEWSLET SPM, {OPEN} 

 Thank you to the 1 district and 14 chapters that submitted a Trimes-

ter Report. 

 Thank you to the 1 district and 7 chapters that submitted a  

newsletter. Please encourage the chapters in your districts who have 
not submitted their newsletter to send me a copy. Also, encourage 
chapters that haven't created a chapter newsletter to do so. It is a 

great communication tool. Have them send me their copy too!  

 All convention goers - email your best convention “selfie” to  

newslet@mnwt.org by February 2nd - be sure to include the names 
and chapters in the photo! President Brenda will determine the  

winner to be awarded at Annual Convention. 

 Please take time to recognize your chapter, District Director, Secret 

Sis, or someone special in the next issue of the NEWSLET.  “Lead 
the Way” Personals forms were placed at each spot. If you need 

more, please contact IVP Stephanie Putzier. 
 

 A huge THANK YOU! goes to Amy Pumper for agreeing to take pic-

tures at convention and for stepping up to be our 3rd trimester 

NEWSLET Editor! Thank you! 
Public Relations SPM, {OPEN} 

 Thank you to the 1 district and 14 chapters that submitted a  

Trimester Report. 

 Thank you to the 1 chapter that participated in Shout Out With Pride. 

 Thank you to the 7 chapters that participated in the Brochure Contest 

this weekend.  The winners are: Most Creative - Eastern Carver 
County, Best Use of Space -  Eastern Carver County, Most  
Informative - Aitkin, People’s Choice - Fairmont. 

Records and Recognition SPM, {OPEN} 

 Thank you to the 1 district and 14 chapters that submitted a  

Trimester Report. 

 Thank you to the 8 chapter presidents and 6 state delegates who 

completed a mid-year.  Evaluations were given to your District  
Directors. A HUGE thank you to all of my judges. Gifts were placed in 
the DD bags. 

 Calling all Chapter Presidents and State Delegates:  Year-End 

Evaluations are due via email to rr@mnwt.org by April 13th.  Please 
see the Book of Forms on www.mnwt.org for the correct evaluation 
form.  If you have any questions, please contact IVP Stephanie  

Putzier. 

 There will be a drawing in Third Trimester for those submitting  

SUCCESS. 

 Thank you to the 20 chapters who submitted SUCCESS Second 

Trimester.  The 3rd Trimester deadline is May 3rd. There will be an 

award for those that participate in SUCCESS. 
External Vice President, Cindy Golbuff 

 Please complete the Program Manager Trimester Report. This will 

make our final numbers for year-end awesome! This Trimester 

we  raised 10,758 and 3,206 in service hours. 

 We hope you learned more about our program areas and committees 

during the CONNECT session we had last night. Thank you to all 
who attended. 

 We are in search of External SPMs for Community Connections, 

Youth of Today, Women’s Wellness and Priority Area. Please see me 
if interested. 

 Our extraordinary External All Stars have amazing forums set up for 

you after the business meeting.  Grab some fudge from the  
fundraiser and join a forum. 

 Recognize Leslie Goble for meeting the IVP/EVP Challenges for the 

District Programming Vice President. 

 Start thinking now about completing your US Outstanding  

Achievement Programming forms.  
Community Connections SPM, Kathy Hansen 

 I have a 3rd Trimester Challenge for each chapter. Please check my 

CIP for more information. 

 February is Domestic Violence Awareness month. Please promote 

this within your chapters and districts. See more information in my 
CIP. 

 Thank you to the 13 chapters and 7 districts that sent in their 2nd 

trimester report. There were 15 Program Manager Trimester Reports 

submitted for 2nd trimester!    

 There were 21 nominations sent in for the Project of the Trimester. 

The winner of the Project of the Trimester basket is Brainerd Lakes 
Area. Congratulations!. 

 I invite all of you to attend my forum following the business meeting. 

The board of director from Great River Family Promise will be there 
to provide more information regarding this organization. See you 
there! 

Priority Area - Wishes and More SPM, Jenise Teske 

 District meetings I attended in Trimester 2 - Districts 3,5,7, 10 and 11 

(3 in person and 2 by Zoom). 

 Winner of Trimester 2 challenge is District 5. Presentation will be 

made to representative from Wishes and More at end of business 
meeting.  Please come to our forum to learn more about this  
foundation and opportunities with the Storybook Ball. 

 
 
 

http://www.mnwt.org
mailto:newslet@mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org/


 Chapters reporting 9; hours reported 107.5; $112 donated  In-kind 

donations $600. 

 Selling hearts from now until Annual Convention. 

 See me to buy bags for Luminary Walk and/or hearts for fundraiser 

Women’s Wellness SPM, {OPEN} 

 There were 4 transmittals received with $190 money raised for 2nd 

trimester. I am still accepting donations for March of Dimes. 

 The winner of my incentive for the second trimester challenge is 

Greenbush. 

 Now is the time to sign up your chapter for the March for Babies 

Walk. Minnesota March of Dimes Walk will be held Saturday, April 
27th, 2019 at MOA. St Cloud walk is May 4th at St Cloud University. 

See my CIP for more details. 

 There are more than 87 American Cancer Relay for Life Events 

scheduled in the State of Minnesota. See the complete listing in my 
CIP.  

 Thank you to the 3 chapters for the time and effort put forth with 

nominations for Women Who Impact Award. We will recognize an 
individual that received the Lois M Christenson - Women Who Impact 
Award at this evening’s banquet. 

Youth of Today SPM, Sharla Kilen 

 Thank you to the 5 chapters (Monticello, Eden Prairie, Aitkin, Melrose 

and Greenbush) for nominating 6 very deserving youth for the  
Outstanding Young Adult award.  We will be recognizing 3 of these 

amazing youth at tonight’s banquet. I encourage chapters, even if 
you did not submit a nomination at the State level, to consider  
recognizing deserving youth in your community at a local meeting, in 

your newspaper or at a special event.    

 Join us for a forum following the business meeting on Girls 

Lead.  You will learn more about the Girls Lead program, and you’ll 
get an opportunity to participate in one of the activities the girls  

participate in during day camp. 
Interim Finance Co-Chair, Mary Hansen 

 Remember that each chapter needs to file their Sales & Use Tax 

Report by Feb 5th 

 Finance is sponsoring a new Ways & Means Fundraiser - the Guilt-

less Bakeless Fundraiser.  Information in the CIP. 

 The next Finance Meeting will be on March 2nd in Sartell. Looking for 

finance members. 

 M/S/P (Mary/Byron) I move to approve the revised budget with an 

income of $95,363.73 and expenses of $94,239.91. 

 Reminder to turn in the raffle tickets to Julie Hammel. 

Parliamentarian, Barb Zeroth 

 Thank you to the 4 chapters that submitted their bylaws and policies 

for review, the winner of my drawing is the Brainerd Lakes Area 

chapter.   

 Let’s finish out the year and have your incoming DD or Chapter 

President prepared for the next year, if you haven’t  
submitted your bylaws and policies for review third trimester is your 

time. 

 Thank you to those who participated in answering the questions on 

the parli facebook page.  The winner of that drawing is Cindy  
Umland. 

Chairman of the Board, Shelli Struzyk 

 March Planning is March 9th, 2019, hosted by the Aitkin WT.  

Registration begins at 8:30am and the meeting begins promptly at 
9am. Early registration is $10 postmarked by February 22nd.  See 

my CIP for more details and registration form. 

 Area Meetings are right around the corner.  Area 2 in Rice on March 

22nd, Area 1 in Bemidji on March 23, Area 3 in Golden Valley on 
April 5th, Area 4 in Rochester on April 6th. 

 I am looking for Committee Chairs for the 2019-2020 year. Our 3 

Statewide Committees are Future Directions, Marketing and  
Membership Management. If you’re interested, please contact me or 
fill out an “Intent to Chair” form found on the website. 

 USWT National Convention will be June 13-16th in Duluth, MN! Help 

us celebrate President Laura and her amazing staff’s outstanding 
year! If you are interested in attending or would like more information, 

contact me. Also, see my CIP. 

Executive Director, Katie Castro 

 I am still seeking bids for Fall State 2019 and Annual 2020; please 

contact me for more information. 

 I am in the process of negotiating a change in insurance  

companies.  For this reason, no billing has gone out to chapters yet. 
Please be watching your mail and email in the coming weeks.  If you 

need a certificate for a chapter event, contact me for assistance; 
please do not contact the agency directly. 

 Annual 2019 will be held at Cragun’s in Brainerd. Thanks to District 2 

for hosting. 

 Shout out to the awesome Web Team for all they do! 

 I have not yet received the third trimester dues billing.  I hope to have 

it in the next week or so and will get it sent out promptly. 

 It’s that time of year - as your chapter holds elections for the  

2019-2020 year, please be sure to submit to me your Chapter Officer 

Sheet.  The link can be found on the home page. 
Presidential Assistant, Christine Sibilleau  

 State Social that was held in October was a success. Kathy Hansen 

wins hands down for making the most scrapbook pages. 

 Two finished 12x12 scrapbook pages from Chapters/Districts/Exec 

Council members due April 1st. 

 Chapters and districts are asked to donate $10 for President 

Brenda’s gift at the end of the year - make payable to MNWT, with 
memo “Year End Gift”. 

 Share public social media pictures with President Brenda - use 

#LeadTheWayBrenda. 
Foundation Chair, Nicky Anderson 

 The MNWT Foundation kicks off a brand new fundraiser this  

weekend. Would you like the opportunity to win a diamond necklace 

and bracelet? You can be entered into the drawing for the Diamond 
Platinum fundraiser with a contribution of $40 or more. Only 70 spots 
are available and each spot will cost you only $40.00. If you would 

like to double your chances at winning the necklace and bracelet, you 
many increase your spot to $70.00. This fundraiser is only available 
for one year, with the drawing being held at Winter State 2020 in 

honor of the 70th Anniversary for MNWT. Please see foundation chair 
Nicky Anderson if you would like to purchase a spot, visit the  
foundations table this weekend or talk to CMVP Illeana or COB Shelli 

to purchase your spot. 

 Tonight we will be awarding a Chapter Grant and Cheryl L  

Anderson Scholarship.    We will be holding a Lucky Buck Auction 
today at the Luncheon to fund the Chapter Grants Fund. 

 Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Bonnie 

Waller’s House beginning at 10:00am.  Please let me know if you 
would like to attend. 

 Amazon Smile is a program which will benefit the MNWT  

Foundation.  If you shop Amazon, please sign up to be a part of 
Amazon Smile and we will earn a percentage of sales. 

 The foundation will be sponsoring a Gala Fundraiser on November 

23rd in Brainerd. More info will be coming out on this but Mark Your 

Calendars. This will be a fun night to celebrate all the Foundation has 
accomplished and raise money for all the Foundation does to support 
MNWT.  

Future Directions Chair, Jen Kinzer  

 March 16th is the next committee meeting.  

 Policy O has been updated and approved.  Check out the new Policy 

O on our Statewide Committees. 

 New Programming Changes are on the horizon and are set to be 

approved at Annual Convention.  Changes are proposed to be  

effective with the 2019-2020 year. Contact Jen if you have any  
questions.   

 FDC has several Sub-committees and Task Forces.  We are looking 

for members for these committees to provide input on many  

important topics for the MNWT.  Some that need input right now are 
Strategic Plan and Manual Review. Contact Jen if you are interested 
in helping with one of these Subcommittees. 

Membership Management Chair, Tevyan Sorensen  

 Welcome to the 8 first timers joining us. An overall winner & spotlight 

winner will be announced at the Luncheon. Perhaps you will be the 
next member to have your next convention paid for like the Fall State  



First Timer Sally Koltes from the Melrose Area Chapter. 

 We welcomed 53 new members in Trimester 2. Each received a new 

member packet with a $5 coupon to the State Store mailed to their 
home. Thank you to the ladies at Closeout South with your help send-
ing these out. 

 I would like to remind you to take advantage of these upcoming  

occasions to plan something fun for recruiting & retention: National 
Backward Day is January 31st, Make a Friend Day is February 11th, 
Random Acts of Kindness Week is February 11-17th International 

Women’s Day is March 8th, National Volunteer Week is  
April 15th-22nd, and Membership Monday is on April 29th. Any day is 
a great day to plan something fun! 

Marketing Chair, Daina Mirsch-Wenner  

 It's the Web Development Subcommittee's goal to get you looking at 

all of our online resources. So we started the "Digi-Sense" articles you 
will see in each Chapter Mailing Highlight. These articles will give you 

tips and tricks on how to use online tools while working on  
committees, membership, and so much more. Thank you to those who 
have or will be authoring an article! If you are a tech-savvy user, 

please contact me at marketing@mnwt.org to share your ideas for 
future articles. 

 During 2nd Trimester, we also promoted a Blog Scavenger Hunt to get 

you looking at this newsworthy online tool! There were  

13 participants; the winner of the basket drawing is Tami Borgen of 
Roseau. Although the scavenger hunt is over, please take the time to 
review the blog, leave a comment, or share an article to your favorite 

social media platform. 

 We have been distributing the new MNWT Business Cards and a di-

rection sheet to each Winter State 2019 convention attendee. Be sure 
to review the directions sheet to see how to use them. This will be an 

ongoing occurrence at each state convention. Don't forget that any 
unused business cards should be returned at the end of  
convention. 

 We are now accepting nominations for the 2019-2020 Statewide Buck-

ets of Sunshine Project. When nominating an organization for this, 
keep in mind not only how we can help the organization, but also how 

the organization can promote Minnesota Women of Today. There is a 
new online form available that is due February 28, 2019." 

 Chair Shellie Matthes has done an awesome job with the Minnesota 

Milk Bank for Babies this year! She will be submitting the USWT Buck-

ets of Sunshine report for MNWT on our behalf. Statewide Buckets of 
Sunshine: Minnesota Milk Bank.  

 Chapters have donated $3,724.92 to sponsor a freezer.  

 M/S/P (Shelli/District 7) I move that we move out of a committee of the 

whole. 

 M/S/P (Shelli/DD07-District 7) I move that we move into a committee 

of the whole. 
 
President Brenda reminds us of a definition of a leader and leadership. 

Leadership is any attempt to influence the behavior of another person or 
group. regardless who they are influences others. A leader is who, regard-
less of their position, influences others. 

Specific qualities of a good leader: 
1) Vision 
2) Surround themselves with people who are smarter than they are 

3) Set goals and understand their mission 
 
Ongoing Business: 

Wishes and More collected donations so far totals $1,605.24. 
 
New Business: 

Bylaw Motions: 

  M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/DD3) I move that we strike “Internal Vice  

President” and “External Vice President” and replace with 

“Programming Vice President” in Article VIII, Section 1 effective with 

the 2019-2020 year. This would now read “The officers of this  

corporation shall be the President, Administrative Vice President, 

Membership Vice President, Chapter Management Vice President, 

Programming Vice President, Extensions Director, State Secretary, 

Financial Vice President, State Parliamentarian, Chairman of the 

Board, District Directors and State Program Managers.” 

  M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/New Hope) I move that we delete Article VIII, 

Section 2, Letter E and change Article VIII, Section 2, Letter F to read 

“Programming Vice President shall be the State President’s adminis-
trator of programming. In the absence of the State President, Admin-
istrative Vice President, Membership Vice President, and Chapter 

Management Vice President, presides at all regular and special 
meetings of this corporation and its Executive Council. He/She shall 
assist the State President at the President’s request.” Then renumber 

accordingly. This would be effective with the 2019-2020 year. 

 M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/St. Cloud) I move that we strike “Internal Vice 

President” and replace with “Programming Vice President” in Article 
IX, Section 12 and delete “If the Administrative Vice President, Mem-

bership Vice President, Chapter Management Vice President, and 
Internal Vice President are unable to complete this term of office, the 
External Vice President shall succeed the State President.” This 

would be effective with the 2019-2020 year. 

 M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/DD7) I move that we strike “internal and external 

program areas” and replace with “program areas” in Article X, Sec-
tion 1 and Article X, Section 2. This would be effective with the 2019-

2020 year. 

 M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/Aitkin) I move that we delete “external” in Article X, 

Section 4 effective with the 2019-2020 year. 

 M/S/P (Jen Kinzer/St. Cloud) I move that we strike “Internal Vice 

President” and/or “External Vice President” and replace with 

“Programming Vice President” throughout the bylaws effective with 
the 2019-2020 year. 

 

Programming Task Force - proposed programming changes: 

 Eliminate NEWSLET programming area and the SPM position.  

Replace the SPM position with a  Newslet Editor. 

 Eliminate Public Relations programming area and the SPM position.  

Replace the SPM position place with a PR Assistant. 

 Eliminate Records and Records & Recognition programming area 

and the SPM position. Replace the SPM position  with a Success 
Coordinator. 

 
In order to qualify to gain one of these positions, we ask that you be a 
member for two years and you have an interest in that area. There  is a 

short application form to fill out. It would go to the State President. These 
positions would also be approved at Executive Council. 
If you have any questions, please contact Jen Kinzer, Brenda Sather or 

Stephanie Putzier. Jen Kinzer’s cell phone number is 218-839-0344 or 
email her at fdc@mnwt.org. 
 

Benediction was given by Melissa Redzuan, Living and Learning SPM, 
and Sheila Geier led the US Women of Today Creed. 
Adjourned at 11:06am. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by, 
 

Debbi Benke, State Secretary 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOTuu1XiApHwTVC5xY4jdCv9-ccywUeBHqPfQGqeZBgc3KCg/viewform
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