My stdf and | are wakingdiligenty to get started. We are here to supportand help you tothe best of our abili-
ties. We are hereto give training, listen toyou, help on progds, offer sypportand train chapters and didricts
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Gredings MinnesotaWomen ofToday,

Thank you to all of youwho were pgresent at our Annual Conwventionin Alexandria
May 19-20. It was so vonderful seeing al of you and having the givilege of cele-
brating our year 2022-2023 with awesomereports of voluntea hoursand dore-
tions in the different programming areas. But, in addition, having the horor of
being part of hororing anotherKey Woman,granting my last Presidental Pinsand
.~ Meddlions, Awards of Excdlence and reagnizing another US Ambassador was

anotherawesomeweekend for the memay book. As | mentionedn my speed, |

am so grateful for the wonderful ladies thatwere on my stff this year supportingme and helping
me achievemy goals. And we created a lot of fun memaiesat Exec Council and with all of you.
Thank you for all your wonderful doretions so that my Presidental Assigant could present me
with so many delightful gifts.

Thank you to the memlers of Exec Courcil who contribuied

squares for the hanging quilt that was created and competed by Judy
Moldenhauer from Sauk Rapids and Glorie Balfanz. Thank you for all
your kind words of encouragementand supportthroughout the year and

for AGiving a Piece of YourHeart.0 It was trdy an honor to srve as your
731 StatePresidentand sonething I will cherish forever.

Jenise Teske
StatePresident 202-2023

team.

to wark as ateam.

This year my focus is onteanwork. Teamwork is thekey in helping our chapters, distrcts and our state organi-
zation moveforward and evolve as our ®ciety changes. There are many advantages of thefiTeam Approaco.
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MinnesotaWomen ofToday,

Thank you for believing in meand giving me thisoppatunity to seve as the
74th President of theMinnesotaWomen ofToday. | nd honored and excited to
work with all of you thisyea.

My themefor this year is fiVisions of Sucesso. We al have visions ofwhat can
be. Thisyear we are going to areae many successes by working togetter as a

Chapters and districts an thrivewhen we takeon the eam appoad and memlers ofthesechapters and dis

tricts will produce better results waking togetherthan indivduals can warking done. Sone benefits of wak-

ing as ateam are: Creativity increases, thereis aPosttive effect onthe chapter and distrct, and nembers feel
better connected.

We mustencourgge ead other, help and suppud each othe:. | truly believe that withtheteam appoach, wewill

al bevery successftul.

| encourage you to spead your wings and takefli ght with meas we

create fiVisions of Successo this year!

Amy Pumpea
State Preident 2023-2024
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Chapter Happenings

Girl Scout Gold Award Help

Jeny Ohr, Coon Rapids

The Coon Rapids Women of Today chapter was approached by amom in
March of 2022 at a
community bake sale.
Shetold usthat her
daughter, Natalie, was
working on her Girl
Scout Gold Award.
Shewaslooking to
work with local com-
munity organizations
to finish her projed.
Wetold her that we

anyway we could. Na-

talie cameto our November M eeting to discussthe children& literacy pro-
gram she was developing for the preschool at alocal church. She planned
to complete 81 literacy kits for the classroom and needed tote bags and
stuffed animals, as well as new books and used books. Each bagincluded
curriculum specific to the book as well as a stuff ed animal to accompany
the child during story time. Theteacher or families could usethese bags to
help their children increasetheir love of reading. Natalie® goal wasto
complete the project by February to celebrate | Loveto Read Month. The
chapter agreed to help. They donated $150 to purchase9 new books The
Wonky Donkey and How to Catch a Dinosaur from Natalie® Amazon Wish
list. At their January meeting they presented Natalie with 517used books
with an in-kind value of $800, 18 new bodks with a value of $146.25, and
15 guffed animals. At this meeting Natalie mentioned that she needed vol-
unteers to sew the remaining tote bags. Fve members agreed to finish
them for her. They sewed 61 bags with an in-kind value of $500. The
whole project was 110.5 in-service hours. That chapter was excited to see
that Natalie was crowned Miss Teen Minnesota at the annual competition
on March 25, 2023 If someone asks me about WT, without hesitation, |
can say it changed my life for the better.

News from the MorrisArea Women of Today

- By Marie Hanson

dren and their famili es attendedthe
event, which included balloons,

l facepainting, and gift bags for each
child.

Lunch Bunch
New Hope Women of Today

Our chapter values all of its 30 plus members and works
hard to create memb ership activitiesthat our diverse age
group of 18to 70+ dond ask and many different work
schedules can participate in. One way we reach a group
that was overlo oked in the pastis our Lunch Bunch Mem-
——F bership
events.
These
§lunchesare
¥ held once a
{_ month ona
Wednes-
W day. Mem-
bers take
turns choos-

e

= — entlocal

restaurants
to try. Depending on the month we can have anywhere
from four to twelve members attend our lunches. Delores
along with help from other Lunch Bunch partic ipants man-
age organizing the date, time, location, and reserva tions.
This is a great way for members who do not typically enjoy
our happy hour socialsto get together and connect. The
bestlunches are when someone gets a day off work or
takes a long lunch to join in the fun. A few of the many plac-
es we have visited include Cajun Kitchen, Good Day Café,
The Birdhouse, and Nong's Thai Cuisine.

Baby Showerin Duluth

The chaptersponsaed a baby
shower to benefit the Lake Su-
perior Life CareCenter.
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S. Joseh Bike Safety Event

By Frances Nelson A
The Womenof Today of St. Joseph did it again. We B N had
our 3" Annua Bik e Safety Event for Kids on Mdy¥8". 4

%
It wasadreaw, rainy day but that didna stop60 kids X % 4 and
their parents from coming out and getting free bike hel- @ "‘@»‘ "'mets

that we weregiving away.
Therewasalso drawings for 6 bikes and two trikes as well asother miscdlaneous
prizesand goodies.

11 out of 15 chapter membersmade the event a success They also made st up and
clean up abreeze.

TheY 2K Lions Club providedfreehot dogs, Jupiter Moon Ice Creamsenvedup ice
creamandAmy Hedtke - State FarmInsuranceAgency brought beautiful flowersfor
the kids to make ouquets for their moms. A sheriff & deputy came inhercruiser so
kids could seetheingde.

All indl, it wasagreatday for the kids.
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Socialfun in District 5

DD5 Deb Froemming

District 5 Tri3 saial was held April 26 in
St. Cloud at thdron Street Distillery.
Membe's from 5chapters attended along
with membe's from 2 dapters tranderring
" W dueto redistricting. It was afun afternoon.
. Eledions were held for the2023/2024
board. Congatulations to the ew board

memters which include District Di-
redor, SueLemke, Avon chapter,
Seaetary, Fawn Widman, Sauk Rap-
ids clepter; Treasurer, LisaHahn,
Sauk Rapids clapterand Cindy Um-
land, Membeship WP, St. Cloud chepter. Thegavel was passed tdSue Lemke
from Deb Froemming, 2022/2023 Disict 5 drector.

Priority Area Thank You

It has been ajoy to serveas Priority AreaSPM this past
year!

Thank you for all your support! It has been a blessing for
me to see all your passion for Crescent Cove!

You are ashining star, no matterwhoyou are. Shining
bright to seg what you can truly be!

Thank you to Central Minnesota Noon Optimist Club for

partnering with MNWT ard donating to the P Pod Mobility
Base! Your donation is greatly appreciated!

ComieFink

WHAT AROLLER COASTERRIDEIT HAS BEEN
By Sue Lemke Outgoing Youth of Today State Program Manager

About ayear | got on thisroller coaster ride of being a State Program
Manager. It has been aridelike no other. | did many positive things
and made many of my goals. | made many road trips and met many
new people and saw parts of Min nesotathat | have never seen. Those
were the ups. However, there were goals that were not made and some
disagreementsthat took me downwards. Yet before | knew it someone
was there to bring me back up. | do not have all the answers still but the
onethmg | know th|s has been one of the funniest rides | have been on

= hecause all of Min nesota Women of To-
day wasriding along with me.

=% If you ever would like to be a State Pro-

4 gram Manager, pleasedo it becauseit

‘ will be an experience you will never for-

getand as you go through the year you
v .. too will have far more ups than downs

and WI|| have lots of peoplethere to hold your hand during the scary

times.

This organization is about Service, Growth and Fellowship so by doing a
new position like SPMyou experience all three. One might have some
scary moments but just like aroller coaster you will be going back up
before you know it.

2022-2023 MNWT Priority Area o\
State Program Manager b *
"Shining Stars" \
WWW.mnwt.org il
/ ¥
x X f j
STMAALL IN CASINOEVE NT

Thechapter held acasinonight and nany at-
tenced and learned
aboutWomen of
Today and plyed
blackjack, Texas

= hold-em androu-
M2l |ette. The baskets
for the winners were amaang .

Brooklyn Park Year End Ban quet

The Br ooklyn Park Women of Today Annual Banquet
was held at Davanni's in BC. We installed the n ew
board for 2023-24 With Flora
Crenshaw at the h elm as Presi-
dent!!

Radka Leng as Secretary, Peg-
gy Stri ckland, Treasur er, Ni-
cole Duff as Membership chair,
Candi Peterson Frick State
Delegate, Brenda Reeves, Pro-
gramming manager (not pre-
sent). Con gratul ationsl!!!
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Annual ConventionAwards

Success System

3rd Trime ster

. Monticello
. Avon

1

2

3. Anoka

4. Aitkin

5. Champlin
6

7

8

9

. Brainerd Lakes Area _<
. Maple Grove \
. Burnsvill e

. St. Joseph

10. Byron

Mem bership Awards
Chapters and Districts with 75%

Retenti on
Aitkin

Byr on

Duluth
Greenbush
Maple Grove
Monticello
Sauk Rapids
S. Joseph
District 3 79%
District 4 96%

Brookly n Park
Champlin

Gle nville Area
M adeli a

M elrose Area

M orris Area
Sauk Rapids
STMA

Sharon Bergquist
Pat Undersander
District 6 85% Jennife r Wulff
District877% Robyn Farm
District 1095% Allie Staley

Chapters with 100% Retention
and received $10 State Store
Gift Certific ate

Alba ny Anoka

Avon Benson

Big Lake Burnsvill e

Elk River Fairmo nt

Hanska Lake of the Woods
Longvill e M ontevi deo

New Ulm Roseau

Sayton . James

White Bear Lake

Chapter with High est Percent of
Growth

Lake of the Woods
(Not pictured)
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Top Ten Success Chapters

M ore M ember ship Awards

Chapters signing 3 or more New
Membe rs and received a $15 Cash
Rebate

S. Joseph Lake of the Woods

Chapters & Districts at Growth
Alba ny +1 Avon +1
Brookly n Park +1 Burnsvill e +2
Byron +1 Champlin +1
Elk River +2 Fairmo nt +1
Lake of the Woods +3
Mo rris Area +1 Red Lake Falls +1
S. James +1 S. Joseph +2
White Bear Lake +2
District 4 +3 3 Pat Undersander

Di strict with Highest Percent of
Growth and Retenti on led by
Pat Undersander DD4

P

Di strict with second Highest
Percent Retention and
Carrying the State Flag

District 10 Represented by
Jane Hanson

Progr amm ing Awards
Outstandi ng Program

Ma nagers

Comm unity Connections 3 Jeanne Wol-
beck, Alba ny

Living & Learning @ Maureen Edstrom,
Burnsuvill e

Priority Area 3 Juli e Keets, Maple Grove

Women s Wellness 3 Laura Gall up, Maple
Grove

Youth of Today 3 Lisa Dehn, Rice

Projects of the Trimester
Comm unity Connections 3 Brainerd
Lakes Area ® Happy Hour wi th a Purpose
Living & Learning @ Burnsvill el 2Life
Cycle of a Butterfly
Priority Area3 Burnsville ® Crescent Cove
Gal a Project

Women s Wellness 3 Fairmo nt 3 Women
Working Out

Youth of Today @ Brainerd Lakes Area 3
ECFE Easter Picnic

Chapter Attendance Award

New Hope (not pictured)

Chapter Mile Award

Byron (not pic tured)

First Timer Winner
Sue McKea que Maple
Grove

Di strict Excit ement Winner

District 5 Led by Deb Froemm ing
(not pictured)




