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Dear Minnesota Women of Today members, 

It’s that special time of year, Minnesota Women of Today, when 

we are having our last round of district meetings, our end of year 

celebrations, and Regional meetings.  Come hear what is to come 

before Annual convention and what expectations/goals the 2023-

2024 State Staff has for the membership, as well as some thoughts 

and memories shared by the 2022-2023 State President  and some 

fun membership and leadership activities.  I know you might have 

to travel a considerable distance but the time will be well worth it.  

Make a fun road trip of it with your fellow chapter and district 

members.  I am looking forward to seeing those of you who can 

make it on March 25 in Bemidji and on 

April 1 in St. Peter.   

From my heart to yours, 

Jenise Teske 

State President 
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What are the Statewide Committees and Why Should You Attend? 

By Amy Pumper 

The state committees are : Bylaw Review, Finance, Future Directions, Marketing, and Membership Manage-

ment. Bylaw Review meets once during the year. Meetings for the Future Directions, Membership Management 

and Marketing are held three times a year—usually July, November, and March. Finance meetings are held in 

May, August, January and March. Let’s take a look at each of these committees and what they do: 

Bylaw Review: Meets to do an annual review of the state bylaws and policies with the state parliamentarian 

chairing, state president, chairman of the board, executive director, immediate past parliamentarian and any oth-

er members that want to participate. The parliamentarian sets the date so watch for the next one to be held in the 

coming year. 

Finance: This committee discusses all things related to finance such as budget for the year, fundraising, items to 

sell in the state store. The committee is made up of the FVP, immediate past FVP, state store manager, chairman 

of the board  and five to ten additional members with the president, executive director, and programming vice 

president serving as ex-officio members. Attending these meetings helps you to understand what goes into the 

budget, why the FVP promotes fundraising and what the low down on state store items is. 

Future Directions: This committee is responsible for reviewing member suggestions concerning organizational 

structure, administration or programming, especially long-range planning in these areas which have been ap-

proved by the membership. This chair is appointed by the state president each year. Additional members are the 

president, programming vice president, administrative vice president, chairman of the board, executive director, 

parliamentarian financial vice president, marketing vice president, membership management committee chair, 

past chair one general member from each area and up to four additional members. 

Marketing: This committee externally promotes the Minnesota Women of Today. Activities include: infor-

mation booths at expos, developing media kits, creating a new logo and providing materials at state sponsored 

events. The Marketing Vice President leads this committee and is composed of representatives from across the 

state as well as many executive council members. 

Membership Management: This committee works with the membership 

team to generate interest and excitement in meeting membership goals. 

Objectives include: increase chapter size, improve retention, assist in the 

addition of new chapters and marketing of our organization. 

Why should you as a general member attend these meetings? You may 

have that idea that sparks something new for our organization in our ever

-changing society and membership. Each member can contribute to en-

suring we have a solid future as Minnesota Women of Today! Getting ready for the meetings to 

start 
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Monticello Winter Toy Bingo 

By Michelle Kocak Jones 

The Monticello chapter held Winter Toy Bingo at 

Little Mountain Elementary School on February 

25, 2023. Several students attended with their 

friends and family members for two hours of 

games and prizes. 

Fifteen Monticello members volunteered by pur-

chasing toys and concession items, calling bin-

go, managing the 

prize and concession 

tables, checking bin-

go cards and collecting money. A total of 60 

hours was accumulated in volunteer time. 

 

Maple Grove is a Busy Chapter 

By Ellen Anderson 

MGWT has provided several car loads of hy-

giene and period packs, and snacks to 3 high 

schools, 2 middle schools and grade schools 

throughout this past year. The schools are very 

appreciative of our assistance.  

 

MGWT's fundraiser bagging groceries at 

our local Cub Food store.  We do have fun!  

 

Maple Grove 

Women of Today enjoy our fundraising 

event each month playing Bingo at the Os-

seo-Maple Grove American Legion.  We 

enjoy the social aspect getting there early to 

enjoy a dinner to support the Legion, 

too.  This has been well received in our 

community and customers are happy to hear we are doing great pro-

jects in our communities.  

Brooklyn Park Women of Today 

Service, Growth and Fellowship-That's Women of Today. Brooklyn 

Park WT volunteers helped out Salvation Army on Noble with an or-

ganization project. Pastor Jen Polanco asked for our help to organize all 

the crafting/VBS supplies. Way to go 

BPWT volunteers Darcy Iserman, Flora 

Crenshaw and Peggy Strickland!! Jen 

was very appreciative of our help.  

Burnsville Plant Sale 

The Spring 

Plant Sale is 

open now until 

April 6th at 

10:00 pm. 

Plants will be 

delivered in 

Lakeville on 

Friday, May 

5th. If you need 

to arrange alter-

nate delivery, 

PM or email the 

chapter. All 

proceeds bene-

fit local pro-

gramming and community activities in the Dakota County area. 

New Ulm Bingo Project 

New Ulm members spent time with residents 

at Oak Hills and played bingo with them. 

Avon WT Painting Social 

 

 

 

Chapter members met at PaintSpot– Paint Your Own 

Pottery for a  fun social to  paint various items. 

 "I care about decency and humanity and kindness. 

Kindness today is an act of rebellion." 

— Pink  
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Introducing your 2023-2024 Presidential Candidate 

By Anna Nichols, Chairman of the Board 

Amy Pumper of the Byron Women of Today is pleased to announce her candidacy for the office of State President of the 

Minnesota Women of Today. 

 

Amy’s diverse background not only in membership and programming, but also in key areas of state and  national leader-

ships gives her the unique and much needed experience and background to lead this organization to a prosperous future. 

Joining Minnesota Women of Today in 1985, Amy has been an active member ever since. She has taken on leadership roles 

on the local, district, state, and national levels. On a local level she has taken on many positions including President, State 

Delegate, Membership VP, Programming VP, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian. On a State level, Amy has served as 

District Director, STEP SPM, Public Relations SPM, NEWSLET SPM, Chapter Management VP, and Financial VP. Active in district activities, 

the Statewide Committees, MNWT Finance, and MNWT Foundation, Amy has the knowledge base to support all areas of Minnesota Women 

of Today. 

 

An exceptional member of Women of Today and a supporter of local chapters and members, Amy has been actively working within the 

Statewide Committees to simplify and focus on ways to support the local chapters unique needs. A supporter of programming and member-

ship, Amy has a history of working with restructuring to better support the ever-changing needs of our organization. As USWT President in 

the 2001-2002 year, Amy brings with her valuable experience and understanding that goes beyond Minnesota. Her love and dedication to 

Women of Today for what it does for members, the friendships, and opportunities available shines through in all she does. 

 

Amy’s belief statement about this organization states “(Women of Today) gave me the confidence to take on new roles both in the organization 

and at work. I feel I can share that with others through mentoring and offering ideas and support. I feel I can share my passion and knowledge 

and help the organization to continue to grow and evolve as we meet the needs of our ever-changing membership. It will be a great learning 

experience as well as an opportunity to share knowledge and ideas I have with others.” 

 

WT and Beyond 

By Anna Nichols, Chairman of the Board 

 

Amy is part of the Byron Women of Today. She loves to get together with her significant family of five 

brothers, four sisters, three nieces, four nephews, three great nieces and one great nephew. Her educa-

tional background includes a BS in Human Resources Management with a minor in Training and Development. She currently works for Pro-

Medica Hospice in Rochester as a Team Coordinator helping the field staff to take care of patients by scheduling, scanning and uploading doc-

umentation, billing, payroll and more. 

 

Chapter Support Letter 

By Byron Women of Today 

 

Amy is a dedicated member of Women of Today. She has served on all levels of the organization: chapter, district, state and national. She 

served as USWT President in 2001-2002 and did an excellent job. She serves on many MNWT and USWT committees, including serving as 

President of the Ambassadors Club this year. She is Vice President of the MNWT Key Women Club and also serves on the Finance, Future Di-

rections, and MNWT Foundation committees. She is a very active member on these committees and has an excellent understanding of the 

mission of both the state and national organizations.  

 

Amy is currently serving as the President of the Byron Women of Today.  She does an excellent job of activating our new members, including 

the three we added in second trimester and she will be great at activating our newest member, signed last night at our meeting. She completes 

our Success submissions and ensures our trimester programming reports are submitted and writes our chapter newsletter!  

 

As you can see by this letter, Amy is an asset to not only our chapter but to the state and national organizations! We are proud of Amy’s deci-

sion to run for the 2023-2024 MNWT State President! 

 

Amy’s Prospective State Staff 

Administrative Vice President: Shirley Viesselman, Hutchinson Area 

Membership Vice President (TBA later) 

Chapter Management Vice President: Tevyan Sorensen, Burnsville 

Marketing Vice President: Deb Froemming, Hutchinson Area 

Programming Vice President: Mary Kaminski, New Hope 

Financial Vice President: Jane Holmberg, St. Cloud 

Extensions Director: Andrea Schue, Roseau 

Secretary (TBA later) 

Parliamentarian: Tawn Hanson, New Hope 

Presidential Assistant: Cat Shuman, Monticello 
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  NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK- April 16-22, 2023  

Celebrate MNWT!  

Each year, we celebrate National Volunteer Week to recognize the contributions of our volunteers. National Volunteer Week was established 

in 1974 and has grown each year, with thousands of volunteer projects and special events scheduled throughout the week.  

 

National Volunteer Week is celebrated annually during the third week of April and this year it will be observed from April 16 to April 22. This 

week-long celebration is about placing a spotlight on inspiring figures whose invaluable seeds of kindness through volunteering are bettering 

the community and our world in general. 

 

 This celebration provides the perfect opportunity to say thank you. It also challenges us to do better and look for ways to be active partici-

pants, joining hands to impact our local communities and calling for more support.  

Many organizations rely on volunteers (like MNWT). Volunteers are the people in  fire departments and keep ambulances running They keep 

co-ops, food banks and soup kitchens open. Volunteers step in to provide shelter, medical care and clothing to those in need. They offer com-

forting words during trying times and can be a mentor.  Their valuable time and services fill gaps, bellies and hearts all across the nation. 

 

Why National Volunteer Week is Important: 

Volunteering makes us feel great 

Giving back to the community, and helping others makes us feel empowered, goal-driven, and 

fulfilled. We feel happier, self-confident and embrace a more positive outlook, ushering in 

even greater accomplishments. 

Benefits are attached 

Service is about helping others, but it also comes with benefits for service. New skills, increased 
social interaction, self-esteem boost, recognition, awards, and a whole lot more. 

It improves lives 

Our world has been presented with incredible challenges. We are grateful for the lifesaving, im-
measurable, selfless, and tireless service of volunteers. We have been able to rebuild a more 
equitable society, securing the future. 

In Friendship ~  Cindy Golbuff – FVP - “Bee Vested in MNWT 

Dear Women of Today members and chapters, 

Are you pumped about Annual Convention! The 
MNWT Foundation is excited to be hosting Annu-
al Convention in Alexandria and have some plans 
for an awesome time! 

Do you love traveling or more importantly, are you 
a tacky tourist? Then the Friday night party is for 
you! There will be a tacky tourist contest, drink 
specials and a special race – get your team together 
today for the tacky tourist amazing race!!! 

You can sign up for Annual Convention online at 
mnwt.org (you can either send a check or Venmo 
to @mnwtfoundation – or check this issue and other MNWT publications for a 
registration form that can be mailed in. Please note, registration payment must be 
in to be considered registered. 

Don’t forget to reserve your room! Single to Quad are $119 per night and Water 
park passes are available for $10 each. 

Contact Jane 507-317-0951 or Nicky 507-381-0786 with any questions. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Staples-Motley Kindness Week Project 

By Nicky Anderson 

The Staples Motley area Women Of Today 
made 45 kindness bookmarks for the library 
for Random Acts of Kindness Week. Most of 
the bookmarks were placed in various books 
throughout the library. On the back of the 
bookmarks we labeled it 
from the Staples Motley 
Area Women Of Today . 

Pictured: Shelly DeCamp, Ensley 

Harthan, Stacy Hartman and librari-

an Angie Johnson 


